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EXPERIENCES IN THE SUPERVISION 
AND CONTROL OF A COMMERCIAL 
STUD* 


J. W. McINTOSH, M.R.c.v.s., F.R.S.E. 


I think our Secretary is deserving of a vote of 
censure for bringing me here this afternoon. As 
most of you are aware, I have retired from 
active professional work, and am already be- 
ginning to feel a little out of touch with the 
trend of modern thought and scientific progress. 

Now that I am _ “here, however, you 
will have to put up with me for a little, while 
I endeavour to tell you something of the many 
and varied problems associated with the super- 
vision and control of a commercial stud, engaged 
for the most part in heavy haulage work. 

My remarks are not intended to be of a highly 
scientific nature, but they may, nevertheless, be 
regarded as important from the point of view 
of animal husbandry—a branch of veterinary 
education which has now a very definite place 
in our curriculum. 

In this mechanical age, when we are told that 
the horse is fast disappearing, and that senti- 
ment must give way to expediency, it may be 
thought by many of you that there are no great 
prospects for the future of horse practice. 

I am not one of those who subscribe to this 
view : it must be admitted that there are fewer 
horses engaged in transport, partly owing to a 
wave of trade depression and partly because of 
new and extended avenues of transport for 
which the horse is unsuitable, 

For long distance work, when a large amount 
of freight is transported through to its destina- 





tion without transfer, the use of the motor is- 


undoubtedly indicated, and the horse is not likely 
to challenge its superiority for this class of 
work, but in local and municipal work the horse 
is still the more reliable and the more adaptable 
and—what is more important still, economically 
—-shows great commercial advantages. 

We must not, however, overlook the powerful 
influence of the motor trade, which is doing 
everything it can to “ oust ” the horse from our 
streets and highways. These efforts are being 

* Paper presented at a meeting of the Royal 
Counties Division, N.V.M.A., held at the Conway 
Hall, London, on November 30th, 1934, 
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backed by irresponsible members of the public 
and by a section of the Press. It would be very 
regrettable, not only from our point of view, but 
from the wider and National aspect, if this 
powerful organisation were permitted to 
monopolise transport and exploit their own 
selfish and immediate interests at the expense of 
the public. 

For short distance work and in urban and 
rural districts the horse is as popular as ever, 
and is likely to remain so. In the field of sport 
he has no rival, so that we need not be unduly 
pessimistic regarding the future of horse prac- 
tice. 

The successful management of a stud, and 
particularly a commercial stud, demands a 
great deal more than veterinary supervision. It 
requires a special aptitude which must, in a 
measure, be born in the individual, and a keen 
sense of the economic importance of all details 
which apply in its supervision and control. Your 
aim must be to provide the maximum of 
strength, at the least possible cost and risk and 
to maintain at all times a high standard of effi- 
ciency. To begin with you must lay a sound 
foundation, by carefully selecting animals of 
suitable type and conformation, keeping always 
in front of you the. purpose for which the animal 
is required. Some minds will favour one type 
or breed; others are not particular, so long as 
the animal conforms to a pre-determined stan- 
dard of suitability, but in all cases there must 
be soundness of conformation. 

It is not my intention to enter into details of 
type or breeds—although I have very definite 
views in this direction—but there are a few 
fundamental principles avhich apply no matter 
what the purpose. 

In all animals there must be harmony of pro- 
portion before you can expect the maximum 
standard of strength and endurance—balance 
of muscular control and power. . 

Soundness of conformation, then, is all- 
important. I have heard many veterinary sur- 
geons say that it was no part of their duty, 
when examining a horse for soundness, to give 
any opinion on conformation, unless expressly 
asked to do so. 

I cannot support this contention: IT am very 
definitely of opinion that it is a veterinary sur- 
geon’s duty (if he feels competent to do so) to 
warn his client (unless expressly asked not to 
do so) against defects in conformation which 
are calculated, in his experience, to impair 
stamina, power and control. There are many 
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animals which may be technically sound but 
which, when tested by the physical standard of 
strain and exertion, are quite unsuitable for the 
purpose it was intended they should serve. Per- 
sonally, I can forgive certain blemishes provided 
the animal’s conformation and action indicate 
power, balance and control. It is true economy 
to employ only horses of the best quality. For 
general purposes of transport I dislike a heavy, 
cumbersome animal, Such are not necessary, 
excepting perhaps for a few special jobs where 
heavy weights have to be shifted over short dis- 
tances. In my experience, too, they are more 
prone to diseases of the limbs—particularly the 
feet and pasterns. 

May I venture, in this company of experienced 
and practical men, to give, in a few words, my 
“ideal” for purposes of transport and indeed 
for most purposes of heavy haulage. Give me 
the compact, muscular animal 16°1 to 16°2 h.h., 
not too far from the ground, weighing about 15 
to 16 ewt., with good loins, thighs and gaskins, 
well developed .joints, flat bones—not round 
—short shanks and cannons, pasterns 
not too short nor yet too long, with 
good solid, open feet—the whole governed by 
freedom and elasticity of motion but not extra- 
vagant action. Animals of this type and size 
are capable of performing their work at less 
expense and with less fatigue to themselves. 

The ideal’ temperament must be carefully 
looked for, and is perhaps one of the most diffi- 
cult qualities to estimate correctly. When a 
nervous excitability or temper predominates 
there is nothing more objectionable if it persists, 
as such animals will very soon pull themselves 
to pieces and from the commercial standpoint are 
a bad investment. One has to distinguish be- 
tween courage and excitability due to change of 
surroundings and previous habits. This latter 
condition is soon overcome by sympathetic and 
careful handling, but if it is an innate quality 
of the animal’s nature then I do not think it is 
possible, with all the care in the world, to get 
rid of it. Such animals not infrequently become 
worse, and the effect on the constitution soon 
becomes very marked and permanent. 

By careful selection, then, you have now laid 
the foundation of a sound stud and you have 
every reason to expect the maximum of service 
and efficiency under normal conditions, provided 
you observe closely and rigidly apply all those 
other and many details associated with their 
management and control. It is from judicious 
management at this stage that much of a horse’s 
superiority may be expected—any neglect or in- 
difference at this critical period may react in 
loss and disappointment and even permanent 
injury. 

For nearly 30 years it was my privilege to 
supervise and control a stud, which at one time 
numbered nearly 3,000 horses, In order to main- 








tain this stud at a maximum of efficiency it was 
lecessary to renew from time to time on a 50-50 
basis, and as the working life of our horses 
averaged six years, this entailed the purchase 
of about 35 horses a month or 400 a year, which 
meant in normal times a capital expenditure of 
from £25,000 to £30,000 a year. This in itself 
was no small trust and responsibility, but it was 
made interesting and pleasant because of the 
confidence imposed in me by my employers, and 
which, I am glad to say, I retained up to the 
end. Indeed, it was with mutual regrets that 
changed circumstances broke up officially that 
long and happy association. 
METHOD OF DEALING WitH FRESH HORSES 

All new purchases, as they arrived were 
segregated and subjected to special observation 
and treatment for the first few weeks. As most 
of you know, catarrhal affections, are extremely 
common at this period and failure to recognise 
their earliest onset often leads to serious and 
permanent results. From a long experience, I 
am of opinion that a considerable percentage of 
horses never completely recover from the effects 
of severe throat and lung complications : chronic 
coughs, roaring and patchy consolidations of the 
lungs are some of the sequel and as a result 
capacity for work is diminished. Anything we 
can do, therefore, to check these outbreaks or to 
minimise the severity of the attack is of the 
utmost importance. 

It was our practice for many years to adopt 
prophylactic measures with a view to conferring 
an immunity or a degree of immunity against 
eatarrhal affections and, I think, with some de- 
gree of success. Each animal was over-hauled 
daily and temperatures were recorded morning 
and night for the first week or two. This enabled 
one to detect the earliest onset of constitutional 
disturbance, and immediately any evidence of 
this was forthcoming special treatment was 
given. 

Meantime, conditioning had commenced. Our 
practice was to do this in three stages; the first 
was associated with the maintenance of health 
and health exercises : the next stage was limited 
to degrees of work on the streets, accustoming the 
animals to road traffic, road surfaces, etc. Tem- 
perament and pace would be noted, and any 
peculiarities which they might possess must be 
recognised. Having satisfactorily completed the 
first two stages we come to the final stage, when 
conditioning was considered to be more or less 
complete. The horses were then passed on to 
the strength and were placed according to re- 
quirements. 

Special care was directed to the matching of 
pairs, particularly as to pace and temperament. 
It is of great importance that each horse should 
pull its weight. (Here followed observations 
on stable routine, ete.) 








PRINCIPLES OF FEEDING 

Animal nutrition is not only of the utmost im- 
portance economically but also of immense sig- 
nificance in resisting disease. There is no more 
important problem in the whole realm of success- 
ful stock management, and yet there is perhaps 
none that is more imperfectly understood by 
the average horse-owner. Nothwithstanding 
that there is now a large amount of information 
available from both practical and scientific 
sources, it is surprising how indifferent many 
people are to those principles which apply not 
only in the compounding of suitably balanced 
mixtures, but to the actual rationing itself. Rule 
of thumb methods, handed on, as a_ heritage, 
from one generation to another, appear to be 
sufficient for a great many, with the result that 
thousands of pounds are wasted annually, econo- 
mic loss accrues to the owner and in many Cases 
suffering to the victim of man’s neglect and in- 
difference. If only we thought more biologically, 
departures from form and_= function would 
quickly arrest attention and impel a more com- 
plete understanding of an animal’s requirements 
and the consequent adjustment of its natural 
diet. 

To assess the value of a food in the economy 
of nutrition, the acid test of effect must be ap- 
plied. A maintenance diet is a comparatively 
easy matter to arrange, but when we come to 
consider the requirements of the body under con- 
ditions of work the subject is much more diffi- 
cult. It is self-evident that the smallest amount 
of food that will serve to keep the body in a state 
of health and efficiency is, physiologically, the 
most economical and the best adapted for the 
needs of the organism. The supply, however, 
iInust be adequate, well balanced, and wholesome. 

Use is therefore made, in all well-regulated 
stables, of certain dietary standards, but it must 
be recognised that there can be no fixed stan- 
dard, as the needs of the body are obviously 
changeable, varying with the degree of activity, 
hature of the animal's work, pace, body weight, 
etc. Nothing is more erroneous than the common 
notion that all that is necessary to meet these 
varying needs is a rich and abundant diet. To 
bring forth the greatest amount of power and 
value and to maintain health, attention to a 
properly balanced mixture can alone suffice. The 
food supplied must be generous and of good 
quality and the amount given in accordance with 
that which research and practical experience 
have shown to be the best for the purpose, the 
proportions being determined by observing the 
effects produced under the varying conditions of 
work. Age and condition and the proximity to 
the time when their active services will be re- 
quired must be permitted to exercise an_ in- 
fluence, and the nature and quantities of food 
regulated accordingly. It is incompatable with 
the laws of Nature to present food in too highly 
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concentrated a form; reasonable bulk is essential 
to the proper functioning of the digestive organs. 

Every experimenter before he starts his line 
of enquiry, consults some author or authors, 
either on paper or in his own mind, in order that 
he may experiment in the light of other people's 
results and I would like, here, to express my 
indebtedness to Woodruff and Kellner and, last 
but not least, Linton, for that admirable book, re- 
cently produced by him, from which I obtained 
the most valuable information and assistance. 

Certain dietary standards have been set up by 
these workers, reinforced from time to time in 
the light of further research and practical tests. 
At best, they are merely an approximate indica- 
tion of the animal’s needs around which the ex- 
perimenter must form his own conclusions and 
ideas. My humble efforts were confined, in the 
first instance, to the use of certain generally 
recognised standard mixtures and to the assess- 
ment, so far as that was reasonably possible, of 
their respective values in the economy of nutri- 
tion by varying somewhat the proportions of 
essential ingredients. 

My first effort was to increase the albuminoids 
—the idea being that a bountiful supply of pro- 
teids was a necessity for the maintenance of 
physical vigour and muscular activity and in 
the belief too, that all bodily ills and weaknesses 
were to be met and combated by increased intake 
of food. Experience proved this idea to be 
wrong; an excess over and above what is really 
needed is not only uneconomical but may be and 
often is directly injurious. This is especially 
true of the proteid or albuminous foods. Excess 
of proteins is a constant menace to the well-being 
of the body. It requires no imagination to under- 
stand the constant strain upon the liver and 
kidneys, to say nothing of possible influences 
upon the nervous system, exercised by these 
nitrogenous waste products which the body 
ordinarily eliminates as speedily as possible. 
A diet containing the smatlest amount of proteid 
that will suffice to keep the body in a state of 
continual vigour is the ideal. 

At the same time, nitrogenous equilibrium 
must be maintained, otherwise resistance to dis- 
ease is lowered. I think the daily intake of pro- 
tein is of greater importance than that of fat 
and carbohydrates. Fats and carbohydrates when 
oxidised in the body are ultimately burned to 
simple gaseous products and, being easily and 
quickly eliminated, cannot exercise much 
deleterious influence even when formed in 
excess. There is waste of energy in digesting, 
absorbing and oxidising the fats and carbohy- 
drates when the amounts ure excessive and they 
may interfere with digestion, by clogging the 
intestines, if this excess is persisted in. Some 
of the excess may be transformed into fat and 
deposited on the various tissues and organs of 
the body—a process desirable up to a certain 
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point but undesirable when such accumulation 
renders the body gross and unwieldy. 

Successful feeding, then, can only be obtained 
by scientific reasoning combined with practical 
observations and experience. My own experi- 
ments were confined mainly to the minimal 
protein required with a due regard to the main- 
tenance of health and vigour. There must be 
sufficient protein to equalise the nitrogen outgo 
and it must be in proper proportion to the non- 
protein constitutents, 

[Mr. McIntosh at this stage gave a very in- 
teresting account of standard mixtures and 
methods of preparation which he had in use, and 
emphasised the importance of a _ properly 
balanced ration and regard to mineral content. 

He then proceeded, by special request, to deal 
with the subject of lameness in general terms.— 
Ep., V.R.] 


LAMENESS 


You are called upon to make a diagnosis and 
to forewarn the owner of the consequences which 
may result; not infrequently, too, you have to 
decide from the strictly commercial or economic 
aspect—is the animal worth treatment; is it 
likely to recover sufficiently, in a reasonable 
time, to be able to do the owner’s work; is the 
lameness chronic?—and so on. In the majority 
of cases the experienced man will be able to give 
a definite prognosis ; in others, it is very difficult 
to foretell possibilities ; while in still a few others 
it is impossible to make a positive diagnosis or 
prognosis. 

You may guess correctly, but that is not 
accuracy. We sometimes treat animals and give 
opinions without being sure, because we think 
that postponement of a decision might be re- 
garded as evidence of want of skill and that so 
long as the animal gets better, it does not matter 
very much. We are all familiar with the man 
who never makes mistakes, or rather never 
admits them—the man who is prepared to make 
a quick and positive diagnosis, because he thinks 
that to do so will impress his client. In some 
cases he may succeed, but with this class of 
people it is much easier to disguise your ignor- 
ance than it is to display your intelligence. It 
was a wise man who wrote, ,with regard to 
reputation: “ It is often won without merit and 
lost without deserving.” We must all admit— 
if we are honest—to mistakes. I would never 
be influenced by the rapidity with which an 
opinion is formed but by the sincerity and sound- 
ness of a fully and earefully considered judg- 
ment. This is the opinion upon which you will 
build a reputation, and the one which is generally 
acceptable and lasting. If you are not sure, it 
is your duty to tell your client so, and if you 
have his confidence (and without that he is not 
worth having), he will accept that opinion 
loyally. <A hurried diagnosis should always be 








avoided and particularly in cases of lameness. 
Nothing is so mortifying to one’s pride and re- 
putation as to be told by a client that the lame- 
ness which you diagnosed in the shoulder, is due 
to a nail in the foot, or to a corn, now sup- 
purating at the hoof head. Again, you may have 
experienced the trouble and anxiety caused, if 
you treat a case for a long time without success, 
or, on the other hand, decide that an animal is 
useless, when in other hands it may happen to 
yield to treatment, and turn out a useful and 
profitable animal. 

These are only a few of the things which may 
and do follow hasty conclusions. They could 
easily be multiplied, but, I think they are suffi- 
cient to warn young practitioners and “ old,” 
too, of the dangers they incur and the risks they 
take. 

In seeking for the cause of lameness there is 
no little detail which should be overlooked, as 
a correct diagnosis is essential to correct treat- 
ment. It is unwise to rely on hard and fast 
rules entirely and the more experience a man 
gets, the more will he depend upon his own ob- 
servations—and there is no surer foundation 
than knowledge gained in the hard and some- 
times rude school of experience. 

I am of opinion that frequently the first sign 
or symptom of impending trouble is to be found 
in the stable under conditions of repose, and that 
immediately you move the animal it will find 
other objects to attract its attention and useful 
indications may disappear and be lost. For 
example, a horse may point, rest the heel of 
one foot on the front of the other, he may rest 
the toe on the ground with the knee slightly 
flexed, he may elevate the foot and so on. 

Indications of this kind are valuable and al- 
most diagnostic. If both forefeet are affected 
there may be alternate pointing and resting. If 
a horse is suffering in the feet or tendons, it will 
probably lie a great deal and when it rises, it 
will do so with care and sometimes reluctantly 
and will stand more or less in a heap, according 
to the severity and extent of the lesions. A very 
good example of this method of standing is to 
be found in laminitis. It is to be observed, too, 
although to a lesser degree, in sore-shins and 
tendons and in navicular disease, ete. 

Mere stiffness, however, must not be mistaken 
for lameness. Many young horses when in train- 
ing will show indications of joint-fatigue, by 
pointing and changing from one foot to the 
other. Old horses, too, are frequently stiff on 
rising, from the usual associates of advancing 
years and honest toil, so that allowance must 
be made for probabilities of this kind. 

Having observed all there is to observe under 
repose, watch the animal move, in the stall or 
box, from one side to the other, and as it is 
backed and turned round. Here again valuable 
notes may be made. 
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Ascertain the full history of the case: when 
did it go lame; was it working at the time, and, 
if so, the nature of the work; when was it shod; 
enquire as to any previous lameness—in fact, 
no useful detail should be omitted from your 
enquiry. 

The history of a case should not be implicitly 
relied upon, as an attendant may economise the 
truth purposely or without being aware of it. 
These few remarks are intended only as a pre- 
liminary to the more detailed examination which 
must follow, and no doubt you all have your own 
particular methods of procedure. 

Before concluding, may I say a_ word 
on the subject of ringbones. Percival, in the 
year 1849, said: “ The ordinary site of ringbone 
is the pastern bones. It is possible, however, 
but a rare occurrence, for it to be confined to 
the coronet bones. It occurs more frequently 
upon the hind than upon the foreleg and mostly 
we find the tumour approximating the pastern 
joint—the tumefaction gradually creeping over 
the joint, involving as well the bones, above and 
below, more or less in disease. Sometimes the 
tumour occupies the middle of the pastern bone 
having no immediate connection with any joint: 
rarely is it seen sufficiently high upon the pastern 
to disturb the fetlock joint.” 

These views, in the light of modern teachings 
and knowledge, would have to be considerably 
modified. Hunting, in 1912, preferred the term 
phalangeal ostitis, and in effect said: if the 
word ringbone is to be retained, it should be 
defined as a bony enlargement accompanied by 
arthritis. The use of the term “false ” ring- 
bone is inexact and misleading, as also is the 
more scientific sounding term “ peri-articular 
ringbone.” There should be no such thing as 
false or peri-articular ringbone; the sole quali- 
fication of the word ringbone which we should 
tolerate is that indicating its position. When 
the pedal joint is affected we may speak of low 
ringbone, when the coronary joint is the site we 
describe it as high ringbone. 

A well-formed ringbone is not difficult to diag- 
nose, but as lameness always precedes the for- 
mation of an exostosis, there is a time in its 


formation when nothing can be felt and beyond, 


the lameness nothing can seen. Is it possible 
at this stage to make a reasonably safe diag- 
nosis? I think it is. By taking into account 
the animal’s age and its conditions of work, and 
noting any predispositions which may exist in 
the way of conformation, you will then, by a 
process of exclusion, confine the trouble to the 
region of the foot or hoof head and by elimin- 
ating such possibilities as pricks, gathered nails. 
corns, keratomas, ete., it would be reasonable to 
assume that you had a phalangeal ostitis to con- 
tend with. If there is a history of direct violence 
attached to the case your diagnosis would be 
strengthened. The character of the lameness 
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may not at the outset assist you very much, 
beyond pointing to the foot—it may be slight and 
even intermittent; the action and position of the 
limb may afford you little help, but lameness 
which ceases or becomes less with exercise is 
always suspicious of articular mschief. If your 
diagnosis be correct you will soon find the 
characteristic indications which are familiar to 
all of you. 

At a meeting in Manchester in 1912, Hunting 
said, with regard to this disease: ‘“* Mere proxi- 
mity to a joint does not of itself increase the 
importance of a phalangeal ostitis any more than 
contiguity to a tendon or ligament. An exostosis 
on any part of a bone may cause lameness, be- 
cause of the ostitis accompanying its formation, 
but, as a rule, pain departs when the ostitis 
ceases and permanent soundness of action is 
quite compatible with a large bony growth; it 
is when arthritis accompanies exostosis round 
the joint that we have an absolutely incurable 
condition with permanent lameness.” 

Exception may be taken to Hunting’s refer- 
ence to the small importance of the exostosis 
being near a joint. I am of opinion that the 
nearer a joint or tendon the greater its import- 
ance or danger, and I am not at all sure that 
a large bony growth on any part of the pha- 
langes is compatible with soundness of action. 
I think it may be possible to have freedom from 
pain when productive ostitis has ceased and 
the exostosis does not involve a joint—although 
this is open is doubt. Ankle bones must, how- 
ever, be excluded from this definition. It is 
quite common, on examining horses, to find pro- 
minence of the ends of the os suffraginis and 
the os coronze frequently asymmetrical and it is 
puzzling to distinguish between conformation 
of this kind and a commencing exostosis. It is 
here that we find much confusion of thought 
und conflict of professional evidence and 
opinion. I think a useful purpose would be 
served if the profession could agree on some 
working definition of rimgbone ; and I would sug- 
gest, as a basis for discussion, the following: 
A phaleangeal ostitis with exostosis partially 
or completely surrounding the pedal, coronary 
or fetlock joints, accompanied or not’ by 
arthritis. . 


Discussion 

Captain J. R. HEWER asked how the horses were 
segregated when they were first received. He 
also enquired if the bacterial treatment was better 
than treatment with serum, and if one only was 
used, or a combination. 

Looking down the ration sheets he found no 
mention of hay feeding. Was that unnecessary 
for work on the road, or why was it not used? 

Vety.-Colonel G. REEs-Moaa said that the Tonga 
ponies on the road to Kashmir were always fed 
first and watered afterwards and they never 
seemed to suffer from any ill-effects. 
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He would like to ask Mr. McIntosh what was his 
opinion of boiled food and if he had tried cooked 
flaked maize. which went by many fancy names. 
He was rather in favour of it himself, if given 
with good hay. 

As far as ringbone was concerned, in many 

cases it was very difficult to diagnose in the early 
sine but later a bony exostosis was formed and 
if the joint was not involved lameness dis- 
appeared. If people always made a post-mortem 
of every case destroyed for lameness in the front 
limb they would often find that in a suspected 
case of navicular disease the navicular bone was 
quite normal and it was the pedal bone or os 
corone which —_ involved. 

Captain R. E. C. BULLEN asked what difference 
was made in the routine so far as Sundays and 
holidays were concerned. 

Major F. J. TAyLor thanked Mr. McIntosh for 
inany kindnesses he had rendered him. He had 
been in charge of thoroughbred and shire studs 
for over 40 years, and it was particularly in 

regard to heavy horses that he had been in the 
habit of writing for advice to Mr. McIntosh when 
any problem arose. The essayist had always taken 
an infinite amount of trouble to give him_ his 
considered opinion and the benefit of his long 
experience and he took that opportunity of 
publicly thanking him for his assistance over a 
period of many years. One point Mr. 
McIntosh did not include in his address was the 
question of shoeing. The same difficulties still 
existed in regard to shoeing. It had _ often 
occurred to him that it would be a revolutionary 
discovery if metallurgists could produce some 
new metal lighter than iron, harder and having 
a non-slipping consistency. He thought there 
was a large fortune for the man who could 
find such a metal and he suggested a combination 
of aluminium, emery and steel if scientifically 
possible. He asked Mr. McIntosh what, in his 
opinion, was the best material for lining harness. 
Thick flannel became greasy, torn, and hard, 
and rapidly produced harness sores, if not fre- 
quently renewed and leather linings were too ex- 
pensive for commercial use. 

Mr. H. Bett enquired if Mr. McIntosh had any 
remarks to make on the incidence of laminitis in 
the stud. He had been taught to associate 
laminitis with excessive feeding and certain food- 
stuffs and also with concussion on hard roads, 
but in recent years he had encountered sever ral 

"aSes in ponies turned oul to grass where con- 
cussion could have played no part. Could the 
condition be due to something eaten in the 
pasture? 

Lieut.-Colonel H. GREENFIELD said he would like 
to show his appreciation and interest in Mr. 
McIntosh’s fine paper by asking some questions. 

The first was in respect of his vaccination of 
young horses joining the stud. In the Army, a 
great deal of scientific work had' been done on 
this subject, the gene ral results of which went 
to prove that vaccination measures against 

‘atarrh and staphylococcal diseases were highly 
beneficial but were useless against the strepto- 
coccal group, including strangles. 

A recent lecturer at Aldershot (Dr. Theiler) had 
suggested that multiple conditions of ostitis, pro- 
ducing lameness with splints, ringbone, sidebones 
arthritis, ete., especially in old horses, might be 
associated so much with mineral deficiency and 
feeding as to show that to be a major cause of 
such unsoundnesses rather than work, to which 
they were always attributed. He would like the 
essayist’s views on this as his feeding and hygiene 
were so much under his control, so systematic 
and so successful. 
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Subsequently, as no mention had been made of 

he asked Mr. McIntosh if he had any system 
of “letting horses down,” or turning animals out to 
grass for a periodic rest, as so commonly prac- 
tised throughout the horse world. This elicited 
the reply (q.v.) that no horse was ever rested thus 
or turned out to grass unless definitely ill; further- 
more, that very many horses never had physic 
of any kind in long years of regular work. Colonel 
Greenfield remarked that this was, then, an estab- 
lished fact and one that should be recorded and 
appreciated and that where horses were scienti- 
fically and properly fed, they could go on for 
years, practically for life, “with no. “ letting 
down,” no green fcod, no long hay and with no 
form of physic. 

Major TayLor asked, further, if in Mr. 
MclIntosh’s opinion the prevalence of colic in 
studs of horses fed on chaff, oats and bran was 
not due largely to a deficiency of water. Horses 
would not drink water in the early morning and 
would then work on until midday without water. 
He had had to send buckets out with the men 
for them to water the animals whilst at work in 
some studs of heavy . horses. In cases where 
particular attention was given in watering 
horses before all ony these horses did not have 
colic as a general rule. 

Major J. J. DuNLop requested Mr. McIntosh to 
give his views on the most frequent cause of 
twist. Should the horse be kept on its feet 
always? Regarding "orange gee 4 he thought Mr. 
McIntosh’s point of view v -ather different from 
that of the practising Pic sd surgeon, who 
was well advised to keep off the question of con- 
formation unless definitely asked. 

Captain W, L. Litre, speaking of watering and 
feeding, said that some years ago he had an 
opportunity of studying large numbers of horses 
which were kept in the open and fed on maize, 
oats and bran. In each pasture these horses had 
water troughs and after the horses had fed, twice 
a day, they would go to the troughs for a drink. 
Cases of colic were extremely rare. 

Captain H, B. CoLLet said that in Canada the 
horses on the farms were worked very hard. 
They were fed first thing in the morning and then 
before being taken out they were allowed to drink 
as much as they liked. his they were allowed 
to do, also, both before and after feeding, and 
seemed to suffer no harm. 

The Presipent (Mr. R. A. Willett) said that he 
remembered reading some book in which it stated 
that, provided a fixed system was carried out, 
the author was of the opinion that it did not 
matter if one watered before or after feeding. 


THE REPLY 

Mr. McInrosn thanked the members for the 
reception of his paper, which, he remarked, was 
very incomplete and particularly so on the sub- 
ject of feeding, which was perhaps the most im- 
portant of all. in successful horse management. 

Proceeding to reply to the points raised in the 
discussion, Mr. McIntosh observed that segrega- 
tion was rather difficult to carry out effectively 
on account of the limits of available accommoda- 
tion, but provision was made for the my yond 
housing of all fresh arrivals, and as far as it 
reasonably possible, they were kept fo auashves 
when at work. His experience in the use of 
sera and bacterins was fairly extensive and _ 
records showed them to be of great assistance ¢ 
prophylactics. He found, too, that their use (in 
repeated doses at regular intervals) gave satis- 
factory results in the treatment of certain of the 
streptococcal infections, 

He believed in watering horses before feeding 
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for the reason that, physiologically, watering after 
feeding was bad practice. If the process of 
watering before feeding was made a regular prac- 
tice in stable routine, horses would accustom 
themselves to the method, and the difficulties to 
which reference had been made would be over- 
come. 

Long hay was not used excepting in the case 
of sick and resting animals. He had had some 
experience in the use of cooked maize (Uveco) 
and the results were quite satisfactory, but its 
cost as compared with that of other available 
and suitable foodstuffs ruled it out. It was their 
practice to lower the “standard ration” during 
weekends and yoy oe 

They did not send horses to grass unless there 
was some special reason for doing so, but pro- 
vision was made for this when occasion de- 
manded long periods of rest or convalescence. 
They had their own farms for that purpose. They 
never sent “old horses” to grass without pro- 
viding at the same time a suitable supply of hard 
mixture once a day at least. Old horses, accus- 
tomed to “chop” would not do well on grass 
alone—at any rate, that was his experience, 
although there were exceptions. Laminitis was 
a disease with which he had not come into con- 
tact to any great extent. This complaint was 
more often seen in the pampered animal and in 
the horse of gross development. Occasionally it 
followed specific complaints such as influenza 
and certain streptococcal infections, but he was 
of opinion that with judicious care and manage- 
ment, few cases of laminilis should occur. 

With regard to shoeing, they had their own 
farriers and all shoeing was done in the early 
hours of the morning, so that all horses were 
available for a full day’s work. The shoes used 
were flat and partly machine made and worked 
out at an average of five shoes a month per horse. 
He had tried various makes of shoe including 
the aluminium ones, to which reference had been 
made, but the results were not satisfactory. 
Aluminium broke very easily and he did not be- 
lieve in too light a shoe: a good substantial 
shoe was very essential for horses that had heavy 
weights to negotiate. 

He used the ordinary cloth linings for collars 
and pads and, if kept clean, these were, in his 
opinion, the best. 

Deaths from colic were invariably due_ to 
“twist,” and while he thought that slipping about 
on the streets, on wet and greasy surfaces, was 
in some cases responsible, the irregularity in the 
times of feeding, which could not always be 
avoided in the work of transport, was, he be- 
lieved, a very frequent cause and particularly so 
when the mixture was of a badly balanced 
character. 

In reply to Major Dunlop, he still thought that 
it was the veterinary surgeon’s duty to warn his 
client against points in conformation which, in 
his experience, were faulty. Indeed, this, to his 
mind, was much more important than technical 
defects or blemishes which in many cases were 
of very minor importance. 








“At a recent meeting of the Council of the 
Clydesdale Horse Society a letter was read from 
the Department of Agriculture for Scotland inti- 
mating that in future no “rig” stallions will 
be licensed in Scotland, no matter what age these 
horses may be and no matter what eminence 
they may have attained in the show ring. This 
puts Scotland on the same footing as England and 
Wales in this matter. 
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ON SWINE FEVER AND 
IMMUNISATION AGAINST SWINE 
ERYSIPELAS 


DR. W. GEIGER 
DIRECTOR OF THE INSTITUTE FOR COMBATING VIRUS 
SWINE FEVER, EYSTRUP (WESER), GERMANY 


Numerous outbreaks of swine fever following 
immunisation against swine erysipelas were ob- 
served shortly before and more particularly in 
the years after the war in Germany. They 
naturally occurred at a time when swine fever 
had become widespread. Numerous theories 
were advanced to account for this and some fifty 
articles have been published in Germany and in 
neighbouring countries with discussions on all 
aspects of the matter. They have contributed 
usefully to the solution of the problem. 

The suggestion that the biological products 
had been infected with swine fever virus at the 
place of preparation has not been substantiated, 
but, on the other hand, research by various 
workers (Geiger et al) has shown that swine 
fever was already present on the farm or in 
its neighbourhood, but had not been recognised. 

If, for example, an animal in the incubation 
period of swine fever is inoculated against swine 
erysipelas, the latter accelerates the appearance 
of swine fever. At the same time the needle 
and thence the inoculation material, particularly 
the serum, become infected with the virus of swine 
fever and this may lead to infection in yet healthy 
pigs on the same farm. Infection can also be 
spread to fresh farms by needles used on pigs 
apparently unaffected with swine fever on a 
farm previously visited, or. if different needles 
are used, by serum contaminated previously. 

In Germany outbreaks of swine fever follow- 
ing immunisation against swine erysipelas have 
become less numerous, partly through the in- 
creasing enlightenment of veterinary surgeons 
and partly through the decrease in swine fever. 
In recent years we have had the opportunity 
to examine a few cases, which originated in Eng- 
land; they are described below. 


I 


On one farm 30 valuable boars sickened seven 
days after being immunised against swine erysi- 
pelas and 29 of them died. The organs of one 
animal were sent to the Hygiene Institute of 
Hanover Veterinary College (Professor Dr. H. 
Miessner) and somewhat’ uncharacteristic 
changes were found. B. suisepticus was found 
in the spleen but no swine erysipelas bacilli were 
found. In addition, two samples of blood from 
two other cases were sent: agglutination tests 
with B. suipestifer and with other paratyphoids 
gave negative results. At the Institute for Com- 
bating Swine Fever, at Eystrup (Weser) two 
experimental pigs were inoculated with each 
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blood sample. All four pigs became ill with 
swine fever; one of each pair died in 12 and 20 
(lays respectively of acute swine fever, the 
second of one pair died in 38 days of chronic 
swine fever, whilst the fourth recovered after 
18 days’ illness and was thereafter immune to 
experimental infection. 

The virus was also successfully passaged 
through further susceptible pigs. 

Il 

Following immunisation against swine erysi- 
pelas (by the same veterinary surgeon as in 
‘ase I but four years later) there were losses, 
each numbering 23 pigs, on two farms, Details 
of the disease were not available. Three 
samples of blood were obtained and three ex- 
perimental pigs were inoculated with filtrates 
prepared from them, all three animals being 
placed in a common pen. They all sickened 
seven days later; one was killed on the 15th day, 
the second on the 16th day and the third began 
to recover after the 20th day. The first two 
showed acute swine fever on autopsy. Ten 
further pigs were infected from the first of the 
above test animals and nine of them had to be 
killed by the ninth day on account of acute 
swine fever. The tenth survived and became 
immune. Again at a later date six more pigs 
were infected with serum filtrate (now two 
months’ old) from the same source as the pre- 
vious ten pigs and five of them died of acute 
infection; the sixth survived and became 
immune. 

III 

Several lots of pigs on a large farm containing 
199 pigs in all were inoculated with serum 
against swine erysipelas and the following day 
the pigs began to sicken. Swine fever was diag- 
nosed by the expert of the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture and swine fever serum was given to fifty 
pigs but without any good result, as the disease 
had progressed too far. <All the two hundred 
pigs died or had to be killed. 

The common changes found on post-mortem 
examination of several animals were—congestion 
of the ears, red marks on the skin, pneumonia, 
hemorrhages in the kidneys and enteritis. The 
organs of three doad pigs were sent by air mail 
to the Hygiene Institute of Hanover Veterinary 
College and no particular bacterial infection 
could be determined. The heart and blood of 
one animal were sent to the Swine Fever Insti- 
tute at Eystrup and two pigs were injected with 
a filtrate: after four days of slight sickness they 
both recovered, At the 21st day both pigs to- 
gether with three fresh pigs were given doses 
of a highly virulent virus, as a result of which 
the three pigs died of acute swine fever and 
the two others showed no reaction. This was 
evidently due to their acquirement of immunity 
from the first inoculation with a weak virus. 
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PROFESSIONAL LOYALTY 


ro years the “ National” has devoted its 
energies to encouraging all movements for the 
improvement of both the scientific ability and 
efficiency of the profession, paying due regard to 
the duties of the profession to the public and of 
the ** National” to its members. The Association 
has supported the improvements in professional 
education, whether these referred to under- 
graduate or postgraduate labours, and it ha: 
at all times endeavoured to place before its 
members matters of interest to agriculture and 
to all sections of the profession. Throughout it 
has kept its ideal of service to the community 
as its main goal, and it is mainly for this reason 
that its representatives are listened to so sym- 
pathetically nowadays by such bodies as _ the 
Ministry of Agriculture and most County and 
Municipal Authorities. During its growth to 
adolescence the Association has seen the devel- 
opment of the County and Municipal veterinary 
services, and it has continuously striven to sup- 
port these officers in their efforts to maintain 
and improve the professional status of the veter- 
inarian. In pursuing this policy it has benefited 
both the officer and the profession and, it is 
believed, the local authoriites themselves, but 
on rare occasions, it has been forced to disagree 
with one of the latter. In many instances this 
disagreement has readily been dispelled by con- 
sultation between the authority and the Asso- 
ciation, but on occasion the “ National ” has felt 
compelled to advise its members to refrain from 
applying for a vacaney with a certain local 
authority. The majority of the profession, both 
young and old, have loyally followed this advice, 
but it is with regret that we are forced to realise 








CONCLUSION 





In the above three cases swine fever was 
definitely found to be the cause of losses follow- 
ing inoculation against swine erysipelas. In 
each case the virus was not very potent, which 
may have been due to change in it during its 
journey from England to Germany or it may 
have been inherently weak and the cause of 
chronic swine fever of an occult nature, which 
prevented its recognition. It only became clini- 
cally evident after the inoculations against 
swine erysipelas. 

It is therefore very necessary (1) to examine 
pigs thoroughly before inoculating them, (2) to 
change the needle as often as possible and to 
hoil those used, and (3) to extract the serum, 
ete. from the bottles with a perfectly clean 
needle in order to avoid the risk of infecting 
the contents with virus. 
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that certain members of the profession seek The symptoms seen in clinical cases are 
appointment even in the face of this advice, readily recognised by owners of experience who 


which is offered in their ultimate interests as 
well as those of the profession as a whole. 

Although averse to denying the privileges of 
such membership to any member of our profes- 
sion, it is nevertheless realised that the 
* National has a duty to perform to its loyal 


members. It is to be hoped that the need for 
the Council to take any decisive action in 
matters of this nature will not arise in the 


future, but that every individual will realise that 
the “ National” does not thoughtlessly decide 
on a certain course, but only takes such action 
aus nay be deemed necessary and proper when it 
feels certain that the communal and professional 
interest, as a whole, demand it. 





Clinical Communications 


AN EXPERIENCE WITH THE DOUBLE 
INTRADERMAL JOHNIN TEST 


W. F. MCCONNELL, M.r.c.v.s. 
LEDBURY, HEREFORDSHIRE 
Johne’s disease has been very prevalent. in 
this district for many vears and although its 
detection in advanced cases is hot a matter of 
supreme difficulty, diagnosis in the pre-clinical 
stage is not so simple. 


JoHNIN TESTS CARRIED OUT May—AvucustT, 1934. 


also, in the majority of cases. recognise the 
danger of infection to healthy cattle. As a 
result, treatment (in this district at any rate) 
is not often attempted and slaughter is the 
customary procedure, 

Losses have been heavy in this district, but 
with few exceptions the cases encountered have 
been isolated ones. This fact gave rise to doubts 
us to the existence of the disease in many in- 
stances and with a view to clearing up this doubt 
the experiment (in my case it was an experi- 
ment) of testing the next eight suspicious cases 
Was resorted to. 

It should be mentioned that each of these 
cases occurred at different farms and up to the 
time of writing fresh cases on any of these pre- 
Inises have not yet been seen. 

A supply of concentrated johnin was secured 
from Major Dunkin. The product supplied was 
that originally issued by this worker and not 
his more recent “ synthetic ” product, as at this 
time it had been insufficiently tested either at 
the laboratory or in the field. Each animal re- 
ceived 01 ¢.c, of johnin intradermally in a closely 
clipped area of skin on the side of the neck 
with a second 01 ¢.c. at the 48th hour. At the 
72nd hour the diagnosis was reached and the 
following table indicates the findings on that 
occasion, 







































































anaes , | 
Description | 48th hour | 72nd hour 
| No. of Initial = “4 Diagnosis Remarks 
Animal | Meas. | Meas. Result | Meas. Result 
— — . 
l Shorthorn 5mm. Il m.m. ar. 13 m.m. D.T. |} Positive Cow was slaughtered and post-mortem 
Cow examination showed presence of 
| Johne’s disease. 

2 Hereford | §m.m. 9m.m. P. | Om.m. Negative | Heifer put under treatment. Recovered. 

Heifer | Has since calved and is doing well. 
—- | a : 

3 | A. Angus | 6mm., 8m.m.} P. | 10m.m, Negative | Heifer treated. Recovered and was sold | 
| Heifer | | fat to the butcher. 

4 | A. Angus | 6m.m. 7m.m. r. %m.m. Negative | Heifer treated with no _ favourable | 
Heifer results. Slaughtered and  post- | 
mortem examination showed diseased | 
| | liver with liver flukes. , | 
| | 7. eo ° ; 
| 5 | Shorthorn | 8m.m. } 11 m.m. B. 1] mm Negative | Cow recovered after treatment. Has | 
| Cow calved and is doing well. 
| 6 | Hereford 9m.m. | 10m.m. r. ° | limm Negative | Bullock recovered after treatment and | 
Bullock | was sold fat to the butcher. | 
| 7 | Cross Bred! 6m.m.] 12m.m.} D.T. | 14m.m D.T. | Positive Cow was slaughtered and post-mortem | 
| Cow examination showed presence of | 
| | Johne’s disease. 

| 
| 8 | Shorthorn | 5m.m. 6m.m. r. 8 m.m. Negative | Cow treated with no favourable result. | 
| Cow Slaughtered and post-mortem ex- 
| amination showed diseased liver with 
| | liver flukes. 
( 
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SUMMARY 

The cases Nos. 1 and 7 showed positive re- 
actions and were slaughtered. <A post-mortem 
examination was made in each case, showing the 
existence of Johne’s disease. . 

The remaining cases were each put under 
treatment and observation. The treatment con- 
sisted of dry food indoors, ol. tereb., ol. picis and 
male fern. The cases Nos. 4 and 8 did not 
respond to treatment and were slaughtered. 
Post-mortem examination in both cases showed 
indurated livers with large quantities of liver 
flukes. 

Cases Nos. 2, 3,5 and 6 were treated with 
successful results. Nos, 2 and 5, a heifer and 
a cow, calved in September, are in good con- 
dition and have shown no recurrence of the 
symptoms. Cases Nos. 3 and 6, an Angus heifer 
and a Hereford bullock, were fattened and went 
to the butcher. 


CONCLUSIONS 


It would seem, from the data obtained from 
these few cases, that a concentrated johnin pre- 
pared in a satisfactory manner and of known 
potency is of value in the detection of Johne’s 
disease of cattle in its pre-clinical stages. 

Treatment of the cases which failed to react 
to the johnin test has assisted in the differential 


diagnosis. 


PHARYNGEAL OBSTRUCTION BY 
BRIAR IN A MARE 


H. M. WILSON, M.r.c.v.s. 
CuPAR-FIFE 


On November Ist, 1984, 2 Clydesdale mare 
working in a two horse plough was seen, at an 
“ end-rig ” to snatch at a briar bush. She later 
refused food, ete., and the owner thought that 
“a thorn was stuck in her throat and that it 
would shift itself through time.” The following 
evening, however, assistance was sought and the 
mare was found with distressed respiratigns 
anda“ roar.’ She was slavering considerably. 

On examination, merely the frayed = end 
(shown on right side of photo), of the briar, 
which was eleven inches in length, could be felt 
in the pharynx. 
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Whenever attempts were made to dislodge the 
obstruction, the mare resisted strongly, and the 
respiratory distress became more acute. Accord- 
ingly she was tubed and further attempts were 
made to dislodge the briar, until the mare be- 
came unmanageable. She was then cast and 
chloroformed, after which the briar was _ re- 
moved, This was a difficult matter, however, as 
it Was hot at all easy to get a reasonably good 
grip, and the briar was securely fixed in the 
pharynx; in fact, it seemed to be “ tearing its 
Way out”? when it was being removed. <A bella- 
donna and glycerine, ete., electuary was pre- 
scribed, and the next day the mare seemed 
wonderfully well. The following day, however, 
she developed pneumonia, but with appropriate 
treatment made a satisfactory recovery. 

It seems remarkable that there are bot many 
such cases when we think of the countless 
opportunities that equines have, for committing 
such acts. 





SCIENTIFIC NAMES OF ANIMALS 

For several years past the work of systematists 
has been seriously impeded by the lack of a 
complete list of the generic names used in zoology 
and post-dating the tenth edition of Linnaeus, 
and the council of the Zoological Society has 
approved of a scheme for the preparation of as 
complete a list as is possible of the generic names 
used in zoology from 1758 to the end of 1935, 
with references to the sources of the names. It 
is hoped to make arrangements for its publica- 
lion, at a moderate price, about the end of 1937. 
Meantime the work of compilation has been 
begun, under the direction of Dr. S. A. Neave, of 
the Imperial Institute of Entomology. Dr. Neave, 
who is president of the Entomological Society 
of London and a member of the council of the 
Zoological Society, has great experience in zoo- 
logical bibliography, but he hopes to have expert 
assistance from specialists throughout the world 
and in particular from the staff of the British 
Museum of Natural History. The Zoological 
Society, under whose auspices the scheme was 
prepared, has undertaken to pay for the cost 


of compilation. 
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Abstracts 





[On the Diagnosis of Spavin in the Horse. 
BERGE, R. (1934.) Berl. Tierdrztl. Wschr. 36. 
593-595. (diag. 1; refs. 16.)) 

Spavin lameness can be diagnosed only with 
difficulty when a typical exostosis is absent, and 
when the latter is present, lameness due to 
other causes may be ascribed to it. Invisible 
(occult) spavins, in which the exostosis is lack- 
ing, are not uncommon. By examining a large 
number of hock joints from old horses at 
slaughter-houses, the author has shown that par- 
tial or total anchylosis between the os tarsi 
centrale (scaphoid) and the os tarsale III 
(cuneiform magnum), and between the distal 
row of-tarsal bones and the imetatarsus, is 
common, without the development of an exostosis 
on the side of the hock. 

The difficulty of diagnosing spavin lameness 
is due to the absence of pathognomonic symp- 
toms. It is frequently diagnosed by the * spavin 
test or on the grounds that lameness is greatest 
after rest and diminishes when the horse is 
exercised. Neither symptom is reliable. Old, 
stiff horses and cases of stifle lameness react 
positively to the “spavin test,” also in occult 
spavin lameness may remain constant or even 
increase during exercise. 

The anesthetisation of the N. tibialis (pos- 
terior tibial nerve) and the N. peronzeus pro- 
fundus (anterior tibial nerve) for the positive 
diagnosis of spavin lameness has been tried. 

The site for anzsthetising the posterior tibial 
nerve lies close to the M, flexor hallucis longus 
(the lateral head of the flexor perforans) in the 
groove between that muscle and the’ tendo 
Achilles, about one hand’s breadth above the 
point of the hock on the inner side of the limb. 

The anterior tibial nerve can be anzvesthetised 
at two places :— 

(1) Just distal to the head of the fibula. The 
technique is not difficult, but there is the dis- 
udvantage that the motor nerves to the extensor 
pedis longus and the anterior tibial muscles may 
be accidentally anzsthetised at the same time ; 
knuckling of the fetlock joint then results. 

(2) On the outer surface of the second thigh; 
a good hand’s breadth above the point of the 
hock in the groove between the Mm. ext. dig. 
pedis longus and lateralis (extensor pedis and 
peronzeus muscles respectively) where the super- 
ficial nerve can be palpated. The deep nerve, 
which is the one to be anesthetised, lies several 
cms. deeper. In the opinion of the author, there 
can be no guarantee that the anesthetic is not 
injected intramuscularly. The success of the 
injection is therefore uncertain. 

On account of the deseribed difficulties of the 
above methods of nerve-blocking, the author has 
for some years successfully practised instead 
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the subcutaneous infiltration of the inner sur- 
face of the hock. The technique of this is simple. 

The injection is begun about one or two 
fingers’ breadth below the easily palpable inter- 
nal malleolus of the tibia, and the subcutaneous 
tissues are infiltrated as far as the proximal 
edge of the metatarsus. The needle is first in- 
serted parallel to the axis of the limb and the 
anesthetic is injected as the needle is Wwith- 
drawn. After a short wait, sensation disappears 
from the first area and then the infiltration is 
completed by a series of injections perpendicular 
to the first; 80-50 cc. of a fairly concentrated 
umesthetic are used. The following anesthetics 
have been successfully employed: tutocain 2 
per cent., pantocain OS per cent., panthesin 0-5 
per cent., noyocain 5 per cent. and isokain- 
nephrol 24 to 5 per cent. 

Anesthesia is complete in 7 to 10 minutes. 

The subcutaneous infiltration, as described 
ubove, is especially useful in the diagnosis of 
occult spavin. The method has the advantage 
that when spavin lameness is positively diag- 
nosed, firing of the hock can be carried out im; 
mediately. The practice of point-firing in cases 
of occult spavin has given good results in the 
writer’s experience, 

EK. W. A. 
ie * us BS ok 
|A Case of Lateral and Incomplete Luxation of 
the Fetlock Joint in the Horse. (‘Trans title.) 

MARCENAC and Carnus. (1934.) Bull. Acad, vél, 

France. 7. 7. pp. 301-305. (2 figs.)] 

Most reported luxations of this joint have 
been in the antero-posterior sense, while lateral 
luxation appears much more rarely. 

The case first evinced chronic synovitis of the 
left hind fetlock joint, an egg-sized swelling 
being present on the antero-median aspect, 
without much pain or heat. At rest only the toe 
of the foot was applied to the ground. Lame- 
ness was marked at the trot. 

On March 26th, the mare was down with the 
left hind leg slightly adducted. It refused to 
place the foot to the ground when raised. The 
pastern was deviated outwards, making an angle 
of 50° with the cannon. The distinct swelling 
Was replaced by a diffuse hot ceedema around the 
whole joint. Manipulation suggested the crepi- 
tation and dull friction sound associated with 
luxation, and this was confirmed by radiological 
examination (Fig. 1 in orig.). 

The external border of the lateral metatarsal 
condyle was lodged in the central groove of the 
articular surface of the first phalanx, permitting 
almost normal extension and flexion of the joint. 

Reduction was made under general anesthesia 
by means of a pulley block to suspend the patient 
from its pastern region. It walked to its box, 
was slung and a blister applied. The part re- 
inained eedematous, hot and without apparent 
deviation. 
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On April 10th, the slings were removed, and 
a week later a radiograph showed a separation 
at the internal glenoid cavity, probably due to 
the distension of the internal lateral ligament, 
but left a guardedly hopeful prognosis (Fig. 2 
in orig.). 

That same night luxation again occurred, and 
being more pronounced, the patient was des- 
troyed. The findings at autopsy are detailed. 

The authors emphasise the benefit of radio- 
logical examination. They trace the evolution of 
the lesion as a hernia of the synovial sheath, 
which provoked a degeneration with later dis- 
tension of the ligaments of the region. The dis- 
tension favoured a displacement of the joint. 

Z wo we 
* * ae % cg 
|The Excision of Capped Elbows. TownseEnp, 

C. (1934.) J. Roy. Army Vel. Corps. 5. 4. 

(3 diag.) } 

An operation for capped elbow is described in 
which the tumour is removed through a lateral 
incision instead of a posterior one. 

A vertical incision on the outside front edge 
of the fumour is made, and the tumour is dis- 
sected out in the usual manner. The edges of 
the wound are turned outwards, and in this 
position, are stitched together by a continuous 
suture. 

Drainage is by means of a 4 in. tube (retained 
by a suture) passing through an independent 
opening at the lowest part of the tumour. 

The horse must stand for 21 days. The stitches 
are removed after ten days, and the drainage 
tube, when discharge has ceased, in 14 to 21 
days. 

The advantages claimed are: The incision is 
in healthy skin and is not interfered with when 
the horse subsequently lies down. The indepen- 
dent opening allows the incision to heal more 
satisfactorily. 

If a visible scar must be avoided, the incision 
may be made on the inner side of the tumour. 

EK. W. A, 
x A He oe 
| Recurrent Colie and its Cause. STEEVENSON, 

G. F. (1934.) J. Roy. Army Vel. Corps, 5. 4.) 

A case of recurrent colic due to Habronema 
megastoma is described. It is the second of its 
kind the writer has observed in India. 

A seven-year-old artillery mare had suffered 
from recurrent attacks of colic, of varying 
severity, for eleven weeks. Rectal examination 


Was negative, but frecal examination indicated - 


infestation with Habronema. 

The treatment adopted was gastric lavage with 
sodium bicarbonate solution, followed by the 
administration of 20 ¢.c. of carbon bisulphide 
(about 54 drachms). This was repeated in seven 
days. 

Repeated attacks continued to occur and the 
mare was destroyed about six months later. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 








February 9, 1935. 


POST-MORTEM ABNORMALITIES: 

Strongylus edentatus in the large colon. 

The stomach was markedly smaller than 
normal (a common condition in Habronema in- 
festation). Owing to a thick fibrous band, 2 in. 
wide, surrounding the pyloric orifice, the pylorus 
Was stenosed, and the mucous membrane was 
penetrated by two ulcers, each } in. in diameter. 
The pyloric portion of the stomach showed in- 
flAammation and also two “ tumours,” the size 
of tangerine oranges, containing pus and live 
Habrostome. 

K. W. A. 
ok % * % 3 
| Equine Encephalomyelitis Cross-immunity in 

Horses between Western and Eastern Strains 

of Virus. Recorps, E., and VAwTeER, L. R. 

(1934.) J. Amer. Vet. Med. Assoc, 85. 89.) 


The results of experiments made by Ten 
Broeck and Merrill (1933) and Giltner and 
Shahan (1933) on guinea-pigs provided very 
good evidence in favour of the view that the 
** Eastern ” and “ Western ” strains of the virus 
under discussion are serologically different. The 
results of similar experiments made on these 
small experimental animals by the authors of 
this note brought confirmation to these obser- 
vations. 

The present paper records the results of an 
experiment made on horses. Eight horses had 
received two intranasal instillations of a Western 
strain or strains of virus by the subcutaneous 
route. Subsequently six of these proved to be 
resistant to an intranasal instillation and later 
to an intracerebral inoculation of a Western 
strain of virus. The two remaining horses after 
the original subcutaneous inoculation had _ re- 
ceived two intranasal instillations of a Western 
strain of virus, but had not been tested later by 
intracerebral inoculation. 

These eight horses, therefore, probably 
possessed varying degrees of immunity to 
Western strains of virus and it was further con- 
sidered unlikely (“ impossible * is the word em- 
ployed) that they could have had any natural 
exposure to infection with an Eastern strain of 
virus prior to the present cross-immunity test. 
Three of the eight ‘“ Western-immune ” horses 
and one non-immune control horse received an 
intracerebral inoculation of an unfiltered sus- 
pension of an Eastern strain of virus. The non- 
immune control and two of the ‘“ Western- 
immune ” horses succumbed, the latter two in- 
cidentally being the two referred to above which 
had not been proved resistant to an intracere- 
bral inoculation of a Western strain of virus. 
Two “ Western-immune ” horses and two non- 
immune controls also received an intranasal! 
instillation of an unfiltered suspension of ar 
Eastern strain of virus. The two controls died 
and the two “ Western-immune” horses sur- 
vived. A Berkefeld saline filtrate of the Eastern 
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strain was also inoculated intracerebrally into 
one and given by intranasal instillation to two 
other “ Western-immune ™ horses, all of which 
survived. This filtrate was proved to be infec- 
tive for the guinea-pig by intracerebral inocula- 
tion, but unfortunately no test was apparently 
made on non-immune control horses. 

In their conclusions the authors state that 
six out of eight horses immune to Western 
strains of equine encephalo-myelitis virus also 
proved immune or resistant to an Eastern strain 
of virus. This result has led them to suggest 
that any difference between the Eastern and 
Western “ type” of virus may be only one of 
virulence rather than a specific immunological 
difference. 

{Other observations bearing on this problem 
have been made by Meyer, Wood, Haring and 
Howitt (1934), Proc. Soc. Exp. Biol. & Med, 32. 
56. Their results suggest a very close relation- 
ship between the Western and Argentine strains 
of virus not only with regard to infectivity, but 
also with regard to cross-protection. They found 
by contrast that an Eastern strain of virus 
(1933) exhibits a greater virulence and thus 
may break the immunity established to a 
Western strain: on the other hand, the Eastern 
virus apparently protects against the Western 
virus. 

It will be observed in the experiments by 
Records and Vawter described above that horses 
immune to the Western strains of virus 
possessed some degree of resistance to an 
Eastern strain of virus which is believed to be 
more virulent. Factors which apparently in- 
fluence the results are (1) the method of testing 
for immunity—by the intracerebral route 
being a very severe method; (2) the method by 
which the horses are immunised and hence pro- 
bably the degree of immunity which they 
POSSe ss, 

It is interesting to consider these observations 
in relation to similar results cbtained in the case 
of foot-and-mouth disease. In the latter dis- 
ease also, although it is easy to distinguish be- 
tween different immunological types in guinea- 
pig tests, when tests are made on cattle and 
pigs in which the disease occurs naturally there 
is apparently an overlapping or extension of the 
resistance produced by one of the types of virus 
to infecticn with the other types of virus, 

Reverting to the specific case of equine en- 
cephalo-niyelitis; in experiments of this nature 
one would like to be absolutely certain in every 
case that chance natural infection of the ex- 
perimental anima!s with the test strain of virus 
had not occurred some time prior to the cross- 
immunity test either by intranasal infection, 
which is apparently easily produced and is con- 
sidered to be one of the probable routes of entry 
of the virus under natural conditions, or by 
mosquitoes | Kelser (1933), Merrill, Lacaillade 
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and Ten Broeck (19384).] The possibility of 
such chance infection occurring might be greater 
in the case of the animals in which the disease 
oecurs under natural conditions than in the 
experimental guinea-pig. | 


* * 


| Certain Properties of the Virus of Equine 

Encephalomyelitis. Howirrr, B. F.  (1934.) 

J. Inf. Dis. 55. 138.) 

This paper deals with the Californian strain 
of American equine encephalo-myelitis virus. 
Reference is made to observations carried out on 
certain characteristics of this virus, such as fil- 
tering properties, resistance to chemicals, pre- 
servation and distribution in the tissues of in- 
fected animals. 

The virus was detected in filtrates obtained by 
filtering centrifugalised saline suspensions of 
virus through Berkefeld N and W grade candles, 
the finest grade of Mandler candles and Seitz 
filters. Active filtrates, pathogenic for rabbits, 
horses and guinea-pigs were obtained when the 
source of virus was the brain tissue from ex- 
perimentally infected horses, rabbits, monkeys 
or guinea-pigs. Viltrates prepared from 
naturally occurring “ field’? cases were usually 
inactive; these unsuccessful results were attri- 
buted to either invasion of the brain tissue by 
bacteria, which might interfere with filtration 
or inactivate the virus, or to absence of virus 
in the portions of brain tested. 

Reference is made to the paper by Krueger, 
Howitt and Zeilor (1933) |[Science, Vol. 77, 
p. 288] who, as a result of experiments on filtra- 
tration of saline centrifugalised suspension of 
virus through acetic collodion gel ultrafilters, 
concluded that the virus measured = about 
500 mz, It is suggested that its size is therefore 
more comparable to that given by Krueger and 
Schultz (1929) | Proc. Soc. Exper. Biol. and Med., 
Vol, 26, p. 600], for the virus of poliomyelitis, 
i.e., 300 me, than to that given by Elford and 
Galloway (1933) [Bril. J. Exp. Path., Vol. 14, 
p. 196] for the virus of Borna disease, Le., 
85-125 mp, [This size value, 500) me or 
OD », given for the virus of equine encephalo- 
myelitis obviously requires reconsideration. If 
the virus particles were indeed as large as that, 
they would be readily visible under the micro- 
scope. Moreover, the fact that Berkefeld, 
Mandler and Seitz filtratesare infective is at vari- 
ance With this estimated size value of the virus, As 
regards the virus of poliomyelitis which Krueger 
and Schultz estimate to have a size value of 
about 300 me or 03 #, Elford, Galloway and 
Perdrau (1935) |J. Path. Bact., Vol. 40, p. 135] 
have recently estimated the size value to be 
about 8-12 me and Theiler and Bauer (1934) 
working independently arrived at a similar 
estimate, | 
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The virus can be preserved for over one year 
either in 50 per cent. glycerine [infective brain 
tissue] or in the frozen state |jalso infective 
brain tissue]. Frozen filtrates were infective 
after six weeks but not two months. Infective 
brain dried over calcium chloride in vacuo and 
kept in the ice chest was virulent after five 
months but not one year. [It must be remem- 
bered, however, that calcium chloride is a less 
efficient drying agent than phosphorus pentoxide 
and that the time for which certain viruses can 
be preserved in the dry state appears to be de- 
pendent on the rapidity and thoroughness of the 
desiccation. The abstractor has dried Borna dis- 
ease virus over phosphorus pentoxide in vacuo 
and then kept it in sealed tubes at 18°C. to 22°C, 
Samples of this dried virus were active after 
four years. Vesicular stomatitis virus, dried 
in the same way and kept at 0°C., was active 
after 460 days. | 

In experiments made at room temperature on 
the stability of the virus at different hydrogen 
ion concentrations it appeared that the virus 
Was more sensitive to acid than to alkaline re- 
actions. 

The virus was recovered from the testes and 
ovaries of experimentally infected guinea-pigs 
killed either during the febrile period or in the 
terminal stage of the infection. 

The virus does not appear to be excreted in 
the urine and freces of infected animals. 

I, A. G. 


|The Histology of Equine Encephalomyelitis. 

Hurst, E. Weston. (1934.) J. Exp. Med. 59. 

529-542. (16 figs., 15 refs.)) 

The author describes the histological findings 
of the lesions which were observed in eight cases 
of equine encephalo-myelitis, an epidemic of 
which occurred along the East coast of the 
U.S.A. The lesions were further compared with 
those seen in experimental animals infected with 
the virus. Apart from congestion and cedema 
no other macroscopic changes were seen,’ 

The lesions observed were typical of an un- 
usually acute inflammation of the central ner- 
vous system, particularly the grey matter. Nerve 
cell and neuroglial degeneration was primary 
but was soon followed by heavy tissue infiltra- 
tion of polymorphs and reactive changes in the 
microglia. Probably the most prominent feature 
was the cellular infiltration, which was either 
focal, diffuse or perivascular in distribution. 
Perivascular hremorrhages were occasionally 
seen. <All stages of degeneration of nerve cells, 
from vacuolation of cytoplasm and _ nuclear 
changes to acute necrosis and neurophagia by 
microglia, could be observed. The alterations 
were most pronounced in the cerebral cortex, 
less severe in the caudate and lenticular nuclei 
and were only of a mild nature in the cerebellar 


THE VETERIN. 





1RY RECORD. 


February 9, 1935. 


cortex. In the majority of cases the brain stem 
and cord were affected only to a slight degree. 
Meningeal infiltration was always secondary to 
the changes in the underlying nerve tissue. 

Horses infected with the Western strain of 
the virus (from a similar epidemic on the West 
coast of the U.S.A.) and calf, sheep and dog 
similarly infected all showed lesions which 
apart from minor differences could not be dis- 
tinguished from those occurring naturally. In 
the guinea-pig the virus of the Eastern and 
Western strain produced a histological picture 
fairly comparable with that in horses except 
that the maximum injury in the cerebrum was 
inflicted on the cornu Ammonis and rhinen- 
cephalic cortex, and further that this animal, 
unlike the horse, often presented pneumonic 
lesions in the lungs. 

The lesions which occurred are therefore 
typical of acute neurotropic virus diseases, and 
in nature although not in distribution were com- 
parable with those of poliomyelitis in monkeys. 
The greater acuity provided a criterion for differ- 
entiation from Borna disease. 

J. R. M. I. 


|I.—The Virulence of the Pathological Products 
and the conditions governing contagion in 

Infectious Paraplegia of the Horse; I1.—The 

Intimate Nature of Anatomical Alterations 

observed in Infectious Paraplegia of the 

Horse. Puevovukis, Tu. Bull. Acad. vél. France. 

7. 6. 257-262 and 279-281.) 

Since the factors responsible for contagion in 
infectious paraplegia of the horse are not well 
known the author attempted to transmit the dis- 
ease by means of (1) blood, (2) urine and 
vaginal secretions and (3) fxeces from naturally 
occurring cases. Using defibrinated blood taken 
from a mare on the fourth day of illness, he re- 
produced the disease in a healthy mare with a 
subcutaneous injection of 10 ¢.c. Inoculations 
into guinea-pigs gave no result and blood cul- 
tures remained sterile. In a second experiment 
inoculations into sheep and guinea-pigs proved 
negative, while in a third case in which a culture 
of streptococci and staphylococci was obtained 
by blood culture, inoculation of the blood into 
a mule produced death but without the 
characteristic symptoms of the disease, Further 
experiments were carried out using urine, 
vaginal exudate, and feces, but with negative 
results in all cases. It is suggested that infected 
animals should be considered infectious through- 
out the period of convalescence and that in 
naturally occurring cases the route of infection 
is probably via the digestive and respiratory 
tracts. 

The second paper consists of a description of 
the histological alterations found in the various 
organs and tissues in cases of infectious para- 
plegia, Nearly all the material examined showed 
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acute congestion with, in some cases, extrava- 
sation of blood from distended capillaries. This 
change was particularly noted in the central 
nervous system, the respiratory and urinary 
tracts and the intestine. In addition, there were 
observed some necrosis of the nervous tissue 
(both grey and white matter being affected), fatty 
degeneration of the liver, and cloudy swelling of 
the kidneys. In no tissue was any evidence of 
inflammatory reaction observed. The author 
therefore divides the lesions into (1) congestive 
and (2) degenerative, and these changes, to- 
gether with the lack of inflammatory reaction, 
are regared as indicating the presence of a highly 
toxic soluble substance which has a particular 
affinity for nerve tissue. 
A. B. QO. 


| On the Subject of Hemoglobinuria in the Horse. 

LigGEots and VERSTRAETE. Bull, Acad. vet. 

France. 7. 5. 213-217.) 

While local muscular lesions occur usually in 
the hindquarters, they may occasionally arise 
in other regions. In 19 such atypical cases of 
equine hemoglobinuria, the following muscles 
were involved: extensors of the elbow (in 
twelve), infraspinatus (in three), biceps (in two), 
and masseters (in two). The prognosis is good 
when muscles of the forequarters only are in- 
volved. 

As calcium therapy has recently been recom- 
mended in the treatment of hremoglobinuria, a 
serum analysis of twelve definite cases was 
made. The average calcium content was 118 
mgr. per litre, compared with an average of 
106 mgr. per litre in normal horses, 

There being no hypocalcemia, the author does 
not recommend calcium therapy except as a 
sedative for neuro-muscular irritability. He 
remarks, however, that since calcium exists in 
combination with protein and in ionised and non- 
ionised salts, it is not proved that no change 
occurs in the relative quantities of these 
different forms. 

>. ws Be 


| The Persistence of Hog Cholera (Swine Fever) 
Virus in the Bodies of Swine after Simul- 
taneous Inoculation. McBrypre, C. N. (1934.) 
J. Amer. Vet. Med. Assoc. 84. 420. 


Those who are interested in the problem of 


the control of swine fever will find this paper 
useful as it gives detailed references to the re- 
cent publications on the vexed question whether 
carriers exist in swine fever infection. 


In some earlier experiments made at the ex- 
perimental station of the Bureau of Animal In- 
dustry in 1916, it had been shown that swine 
fever virus may be present in the circulating 
blood of pigs, treated by the simultaneous im- 
mune serum and virus vaccination method, for 
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about two weeks, but was no longer detected 
after four weeks. At the same time, the con- 
clusion was arrived at, as a result of observa- 
tions on untreated susceptible pigs, which sub- 
sequently remained healthy, placed in contact 
with pigs treated by the simultaneous immune 
serum and virus methods, that vaccinated pigs 
did not eliminate virus from their bodies unless 
perchance they developed actual symptoms of 
disease following upon the immunisation process 
as a result of inadequate doses of serum or from 
other causes. 

However, those who have adopted the method 
of vaccination against swine fever under dis- 
cussion have not always been certain in their 
own minds that the elimination of virus by vac- 
cinated pigs might not occur in some instances 
and be a possible means of spread of the disease 
and likewise those who have not adopted the 
method as a means of limiting the disease have 
advanced this hypothetical eventuality as an 
argument against the institution of such a policy 
of control. 

Fears of this nature were not allayved when 
Michalka (1931) published his observations, 
which have provoked much discussion and inei- 
dentally stimulated other investigators to the 
study of the question of the possibility of “ virus 
carriers.” Tle had examined the lymph glands 
of 21 pigs which had been inoculated with virus 
or serum and virus together in the simultaneous 
vaccination method and in 16 of these (76 per 
cent.) he claimed to have demonstrated the 
presence of virus even up to a period of ten 
months after the injection of virus. These find- 
ings led him to suggest the possibility of an 
* infektions-imununitiit,” or, in other words, that 
immunity in swine fever may depend on the per- 
sistence of virus and that vaccinated pigs may 
be “ virus carriers.” He stated, moreover, that 
although virus could not as a rule be demon- 
strated in the excretions or secretions of vac- 
cinated pigs one month after injection, yet 
occasional late reactions in) pigs might occur 
after several months. 

Those investigators who have since made 
similar studies to those of Michalka-—e.g., 
Manninger and Csontos (1932), Manninger and 
Laszlo (1982), Hevyzeli (1982). Uhlenhuth, 
Miessner and Geiger (1933), Beller and Bier- 
mann (1933) and Sarnowiee (1953 have ob- 
tained no results which bring support to his 
* infektions-immunitiit ” theory. On the other 
hand, the results, while in general agreement on 
this point, are not always in agreement with 
regard to detail. Certain authors recovered the 
virus from the blood and lymph glands up to 
about a month after inoculation. Uhlenhuth 
and his co-workers failed, however, to recover 
the virus from the lymph glands of pigs killed 
from the 22nd to S4th day. The important con- 
clusion was also arrived at that the time for 
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which virus might be excreted either in the urine 
or feces may depend on the virulence of the 
virus used and/or the degree of reaction pro- 
duced in the vaccinated animal. In those cases 
where a “slow ” infection takes place (i.e., 
where there is a longer infection period and a 
longer excretion period), perhaps as a result of 
insufficient doses of serum or the employment of 
a weak virus, virus may be excreted even up to 
the 67th day (Beller and Biermann), although 
as au rule no virus can be detected in the secre- 
tions or excreta of vaccinated pigs after about 
30 to 40 days (Manninger and Csontos, and 
Uhlenhuth, Miessner and Geiger). 

The author of the present paper made a 
limited number of what are referred to as pre- 
liminary experiments, the results of which were 
as follows: Virus could not be demonstrated in 
the blood of three simultaneously treated pigs 
killed at the end of 21 days, but some virus was 
recovered from the lymph glands at this time, 
but not from those of three other pigs killed on 
the 42nd day. All of these pigs had remained 
well up to the time when they were killed. 


The results of the experiments made on the 
examination of the infectivity of urine were not 
satisfactory, for in the first experiment although 
the urine of two serum and virus simultaneously 
treated pigs did not prove infective when tested 
on the 5th, 10th, 15th and 26th days, the un- 
treated control pig in the pen with them con- 
tracted swine fever and died. This result was 
at variance with those obtained in 1916. More- 
over, the results of the second experiment were 
not in agreement with those of the first, for 
virus appeared to have been present in the urine 
of both of two vaccinated pigs on the 5th, 9th, 
20th and 26th days. According to the author, 
it was not easy to decide whether these obser- 
vations were valid or could be explained by 
chance infection of the test animals or the urine 
due to unsatisfactory experimental conditions. 
[The observations made by the author, although 
very inconclusive, are of some service because 
they show that unless one is absolutely certain 
of the satisfactoriness of the conditions of the 
experiment and the experimental technique false 
interpretations may easily be given to results 
obtained. This may explain in part the diver- 
gent experimental results which have been pub- 
lished by different workers. 

The conclusion arrived at in the summary to 
the paper, that there is little if any danger under 
practical conditions of creating virus carriers 
or spreaders through simultaneous immunisa- 
tion, appears to receive more support from the 
general statement of the good results which have 
followed the widespread use of the method in 
America than from experimental data so far 
submitted. | 
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{Problems Confronting a Practitioner in the 
Application of the Immunising Treatment 
against Hog Cholera. Spence, J. H. (1934.) 
J. Amer. Vet. Med. Assoc. 84. 399.) 

This is a rather diffuse but useful discussion 
of some of the difficulties which may be met 
with in the attempted control of swine fever. 
The author is persuaded, from his observations, 
to the following main conclusions: that (1) all 
the virus supplied or employed for simultaneous 
serum and virus vaccination does not possess 
the necessary properties to impart a solid im- 
munity; (2) the issue of swine fever virus must 
be restricted to those who are willing to take, 
and are capable of taking, precautions against 
a spread of the disease from its injudicious use 
when vaccinating pigs in the simultaneous serum 
and virus method. 

. oo Se 








SHIRE HORSE SHOW: LIVERPOOL 
CORPORATION SUCCESSES 


For a number of years Mr. Eaton Jones and, 
succeeding him, Captain A. W. Noel Pillers have 
gained renown for the Liverpool Corporation Stud 
of Shires by the successful participation of the 
outstanding animals in their charge at the great 
annual event at Islington where this year, once 
again, in continuance of their policy of encourag- 
ing the use of heavy draught horses, the Shire 
Horse Society had classes for mares and geldings 
owned by corporations, transport contractors, 
traders and carmen. Classes were provided for 
horses in single and double harness and also for 
animals shown in hand and certified to have been 
regularly worked in cities or towns for three or 
more years. 

The entries, which numbered 33, were fewer 
than usual, and the greater number of these were 
the horses of brewery companies and other large 
trading concerns. In the past Metropolitan 
boroughs have usually been well represented, but 
on this occasion the only municipal horses ex- 
hibited were the excellent animals sent by the 
Corporation of Liverpool. 

The largest class was that for single harness 
horses and it was of such merit that the judges 
spent much time over their task. The turn-outs, 
including vehicles of many types, some of the 
most modern design, with rubber tyres, made an 
attractive spectacle. Liverpool Corporation re- 
ceived the first prize for a powerful seven-year- 
old brown gelding named Hannibal. This animal 
also secured the reserve award for the best exhibit 
for the above class taken in conjunction with the 
class for pairs for heavy horses yoked to a vehicle. 


Liverpool Corporation had to themselves the 
class (restricted to councils) for single heavy 
horse of Shire type yoked to a vehicle. Here 
Hannibal was placed first (£3 and gold medal) 
and Eaton second. The stud, with these animals, 
also figured in the premium awards for the best 
appointed horses and gears, while Eaton com- 
pleted the handsome tally of awards with a pre- 
mium in the class for single horses shown with- 
out harness and certified as regularly worked in 
any city or town for three or more years. 
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STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, 
VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, 1933 


ADMINISTRATION : The new Director of Veter- 
inary Research and Veterinary Adviser, Dr. 
S. H. Whitworth, assumed charge of the depart- 
ment on the abolition of the post of Principal 
Veterinary Officer. The department’s services 
cover Singapore, Penang and Malacca. The 
service in each of these territories is in charge of 
a Senior Veterinary Surgeon, each a member 
R.C.V.S. The entire staff of the department 
consists of the Director, who is also in charge of 
Federated Malay States Veterinary Service;, 
three Senior Veterinary Surgeons, two Assistant 
Veterinary Surgeons (both Graduates B.V.C.), 
seven Veterinary Inspectors (all Graduates 
B.V.C.), five clerks and 26 subordinates. The 
animal census is : 18,225 cattle, 19,239 buffaloes, 
28,464 sheep and goats, 107,835 pigs, 20,343 
dogs and 410 horses. 

DISEASES: One vutbreak of foot-and-mouth 
disease and another of rinderpest were soon con- 
trolled and the diseases eradicated. Heemorrha- 
gic septicemia occurred in a herd of milking 
buffaloes and was suspected as the cause of 
1,550 deaths among 4,000 head of Australian 
sheep. Coccidiosis was responsible for many 
losses in sheep. Four hundred and eighty-six 
cases of swine fever were diagnosed at the 
abattoirs of Penang and Malacca. Strangles was 
diagnosed in some newly imported horses. One 
case of rabies occurred in Penang and subse- 
quently 3,205 dogs were vaccinated against the 
disease. Canine distemper was_ prevalent 
throughout the year. Three outbreaks of 
poultry diseases took place but the causes were 
not ascertained. 

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY: The most noteworthy 
item under this heading is the increased interest 
shown in the development of poultry farming. 
Two large poultry farms were started on a com- 
mercial basis by Europeans and a number of 
smaller farms by Asiatics. There was also an 
increase in householders’ flocks. A dairy herd 
of 172 pure-bred Friesland and Ayrshire cattle 
has been established in Singapore. Pig breeding 
is increasing. Pigs are chiefly owned by Chinese. 

(A separate report was rendered for the 
Federated Malay States and was reviewed in this 
journal on December Ist, 1934.) 


WwW. K. 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY 
SURGEONS 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


A Quarterly Meeting of Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons wus held at 
10, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, on Friday, 
January 11th, 1935, at 2 p.m. Mr. G. H. Locke, 
President, occupied the chair, and there were 
also present: Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Pro- 
fessor J. B. Buxton, Captain J. CC. Coleman, 
Professor J. F. Craig, Captain H. W. Dawes, 
Major G. W. Dunkin, Sir Frederick Hobday, 
Mr. J. Holroyd, Major Hamilton Kirk, Mr. 
G. H. Livesey, Sir John M’Fadyvean, Messrs. 
J. W. MelIntosh, A. Mackenzie, Professor .J. 
Macqueen, Mr. G. BP. Male, Captain T. M. 
Mitchell, Lieut.-Colonel W. S. Mulvey, Mr. W. 
Nairn, Dr. J. Share-Jones, Dr. A. Leslie 
Sheather, Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson, Captain 
R. Simpson, Major F. J. Taylor, Captain W. K. 
Townson, Colonel G. K. Walker, Dr. A. W. 
Whitehouse, Mr. J. Willett, Professor G. H. 
Wooldridge and Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop Young. 

The minutes of the previous Quarterly Meet- 
ing, which had been printed and = circulated, 
were taken as read, confirmed, and signed as 
correct. 

The SECRETARY announced that apologies for 
absence had been received from Colonel 
Brittlebank, Mr. Dodd, Mr. Donnelly and Major 
Mattinson. 


OBITUARY 
The Registrar read the list) of members 
Whose deaths had been recorded during the 


previous quarter. The list included the names 
of four former members of Council, namely, 
Major J. Abson, Mr. W. Freeman Barrett, Mr. 
Walter Burt and Professor S. H. Gaiger. 

The PrResipenr: IT should like to say how 
seriously hit the Council has been by the loss 
of some of the members of its family, if I may 
so describe it. We hgve lost a very important 
member in our Past President, Professor Gaiger. 
He is a great loss to this Council. THe was a 
man of very determined character, which was 
exemplified by his attending his last meeting of 
the Council, although at that time he was only 
in a poor stage of convalescence, No doubt 
you have all read the appreciation which 
appeared in The Veterinary Record recently, 
and I do not think that I can add anything 
further to that; I aim sure that all those who 
knew him will agree with me that the appre- 
ciation there published was well merited. There 
are two members here to-day who were intimate 
friends of Professor Gaiger, who desire to say 
a few words; I refer to Colonel Walker and 
Mr. Nairn. 

Colonel WALKER: Ll thank you, Sir, for giving 
ine the opportunity of paying some measure of 
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tribute to the memory of Professor Gaiger. 
1 befieve I can claim to have known him as 
long as or longer than any other member of 
the Council, for I was closely associated with 
him in work and play in India during his 
service in that country, and I kept in touch 
with him after his premature retirement from 
the Indian Veterinary Service. Sydney Gaiger 
was devoted to his profession; his professional! 
activities, which were exceptionally notable and 
which involved a tragedy, are well known, For 
my part, IT wish particularly to refer to his 
great courage. He had the misfortune to suffer 
much mental and physical pain, and from per- 
sonal knowledge I can testify to his wonderful 
fortitude. The physical disability which closed 
his career in India was practically overcome 
by his great powers of resource and concentra- 
tion. He never complained, and his enthusiasm 
was always maintained. By his death the 
veterinary profession has lost a member of 
outstanding ability and great strength = of 
character, and many of us have lost a loyal 
friend whom we shall remember with respect 
and affection. 

Mr. Nairn: It is difficult for some of us who 
have been accustomed to the dynamic energy 
of our friend Professor Gaiger to realise that 
the brave spirit that had survived so success- 
fully the bludgeonings of fate has passed from 
us at a comparatively early age. Our Council 
and our profession are much the poorer, and 
the country has lost one of its most distin- 
guished workers in animal disease; for Pro- 
fessor Gaiger’s interests, as you all know, were 
widespread. I think many will agree that the 
most notable period of his life was spent in 
Scotland, where, in addition to his work on 
animal diseases, his was the brain that inspired 
the idea of a research institute, his the energy 
that collected the essential funds to start it, 
and his also the brain that planned the build- 
ings which now stand in Edinburgh as the 
Research Institute for Animal Diseases in Scot- 
land—a very fitting and worthy memorial, I 
submit, for any life. 

Although Professor Gaiger was removed from 
us at a comparatively early age, I think we 
shall all agree that in that relatively short 
life he achieved more than many who attain 
the allotted span, and I think it may well be 
said of him at this time, “ Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant.” 

The PrReEstpENT: The next name to which I 
wish to refer is that of Major Abson. It fell 
to my lot, as my first duty on occupying the 
Presidential chair, to present Major Abson with 
a testimonial of our appreciation of him. It 
must be a happy thing for a man while yet 
alive to receive a token of the esteem of his 
fellows in that way. Major Abson died, as I 
am sure he would have wished to die, in 
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harness: as you know, he was the victim of a 
tragic accident. We shall always think of him 
as “ Dear old Joe.” 

Mr. Freeman Barrett, whose loss we have 
also to deplore, was a member of this Council 
for 25 years, and attained the honour of being 
elected President. He had left the veterinary 
profession and became a_ barrister-at-law and 
practised as such, and I have happy recollec- 
tions of engaging him on several occasions as 
our counsel in defence cases with success— 
work which he was always willing to do for 
us in very good spirit. 

Mr. W. Burt, who also has died, gave good 
service to this Council for nine years, and 
retired of his own accord. 

I attended the funerals of Professor Gaiger 
and Major Abson on my own and your behalf, 
and wreaths and letters of condolence were 
sent to all the respective families. 

I will ask you to stand as a token of respect 
to the memory of our late colleagues. 

The members stood in silence for a few 
Inoments. 

(‘ORRESPONDENCE: The SECRETARY read a 
letter, dated January 2nd, which had been re- 
ceived from Miss Olga Nethersole, founder and 
hon. organiser of the People’s League of Health, 
expressing the deep sympathy of the League in 
the terrible loss which the College had = sus- 
tained in the passing of Professor Gaiger. 
Professor Gaiger, the writer stated, was one 
of the League’s most valued veterinary coun- 
sellors; he had rendered valuable help to the 
Veterinary Council of the League and = gave 
freely of his advice and time; his loss to the 
League would be a serious one. 

The PRESIDENT said it was pleasant to find 
a member of the profession appreciated by an 
outside body. 

The SecRETARY said he had received intima- 
tion of annual conferences from the following 
bodies :— 

National Association for the Prevention of 
Tuberculosis.—Conference at Southport, June 
27th, 28th and 29th. 

Royal Institute of Public HealthCongress at 
Harrogate, June 4th to 9th. There would be 
sections on State Medicine, Industrial Hygiene 
and Tuberculosis, and the Institute asked the 
College to appoint a delegate. 

Royal Sanitary Institute——Forty-sixth Con- 
gress, at Bournemouth, July 15th to 20th. 
There would be a section on Veterinary Ilygiene 
on July 18th and 19th, under the presidency 
of Professor Linton. The appointment of a 
delegate was requested. 

Captain Simpson: I propose that the Presi- 
dent or his nominee be appointed our delegate 
for the conferences in question. 

Professor Craic seconded the motion, which 
was carried, 
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The Secretary further reported the receipt 
of a letter, dated December 18th last, from the 
National Milk Publicity Council, asking for the 
nomination of a representative on that Council 
for the ensuing year, and pointing out that the 
previous representative of the College was 
Professor Buxton. 

On the motion of Mr. J. WiLLerr, seconded 
by Captain CoLeEMAN, Professor Buxton was 
again appointed the representative of the Col- 
lege. 

ADMISSIONS TO MEMBERSHIP: The REGISTRAR 
read the list of members who had been admitted 
to the College consequent on the final examina- 
tion held in December last. 


Reports of Committees 


Chairmen’s Committee. 

The SECRETARY read the following report of 
the meeting held on January 10th :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
und signed as correct. 

Death of Professor Gaiger.—The committee 
considered the provisions of the Charter relating 
lo the co-option of a member to serve on the 
Council to fill occasional vacancies, and it was 
resolved: “ That no action be taken in the present 
instance.” 

It was further resolved to recommend: “ That 
it is desirable that at the meeting of Council to 
be held on Friday, January 11th, a Vice-President 
be elected to take the place rendered vacant by 
the death of Professor Gaiger.’ 


On the motion of the PRESIDENT, seconded by 

Captain COLEMAN, the report was received and 
adopted. 

The Presipent: IT should like to propose from 
the Chair that we ask Professor Buxton to 
accept the Vice-Presidency for the remaining 
period of the year. 

Mr. Nairn seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 


Finance and General Purposes Committee. 


Mr. McInrosu (Chairman) submitted the re- 
port of the meeting held on November 16th, 
and read the report of the meeting on January 
lith. He moved that both reports be received 
and adopted. 

MEETING OF NOVEMBER 16TH, 1934. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

Apologies for absence were received from 
Lieut.-Colonel J. W. Brittlebank, Professor J. B. 
Buxton, Messrs. H. W. Dawes, P. F. Dolan, G. H. 
Locke (President), Major A. B. Mattinson, Captain 
T. M. Mitchell, Mr. W. Nairn, Ca ?- R. Simpson, 
Captain W. K. Townson and } J. Willett. 

eath of Major Joseph Abson- "The Chairman 
referred to the tragic death of Major Joseph 
Abson, formerly Treasurer of the College, which 
look place on Monday, November 12th, and 
moved: “ That an expression of the sincere con- 
dolences of the committee be conveyed to Mrs. 

Abson and family.” 
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The resolution was carried in silence, all the 
members standing. 
Additional Accommodation. 


A report of the House Sub-Committee was re- 
ceived relative to premises in Endsleigh Gardens. 

The Secretary reported that the premises in 
:ndsleigh Gardens could be obtained with vacant 
possession as from June, 1935, and that the pre- 
mises are at present let at a gross rental of £1,100. 

It was resolved to recommend: (i) “ That the 
Secretary be instructed to enquire what is the 
vendor’s lowest price for the sale of the pro- 
perty ”; (ii) “ That the Council be recommended 
to purchase the premises at Endsleigh Gardens 
at a maximum cost of £17,000, but that in the 
first place an offer of ¢15,000 be made.” 
MEETING ON JANUARY 111TH, 1935. 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 
Friday, November 16ih 1934, were read and 
approved. 

ouse Sub-Committee.—The following reports 
of meetings of the House Sub-Committee of 
November 23rd, December 12th, 1934, and Janu- 
ary 10th, 1935, were submitted :— 

Meeting of November 23rd, 1934. 

The minutes of the previous meeting 
having been circulated, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Additional Accommodation. — (a) The 
Secretary reported that he had been informed 
that the premises in Endsleigh Gardens had 
now been sold at a price of ¢17,000. The 
agents, Messrs. T. H. Martin & Co., sub- 
mitted particulars of a site in Euston Road, 
but 

It was resolved: “ That the position would 
not be suitable for the headquarters of the 
College.” 

(b) The sub-committee proceeded to con- 
sider what steps should now be taken to 
secure additional accommodation. 

It was resolved: (i) “ That the plans sub- 
mitted by the Surveyors, Messrs. Smith & 
Merrett, for extending the accommodation al 
10, Red Lion Square, although they would 
provide much of the additional accommoda- 
tion required, show that the rooms would be 
cramped and the extension would not be 
adequate for the requirements of the College 
for more than 15 or 20 years”; (ii) “ That 
the search for a suitable building or site be 
continued.” 

The members of the sub-committee after- 
wards viewed a vacaht site in Great Russell 
Street and instructed the Secretary to en- 
quire of the agents, Messrs. Hamptons, whal 
would be the cost of a portion of the site 
40 ft. by 60 ft. in extent, and report to 
the next meeting of the sub-committee to 
be held on December 12th, 1934: 

Meeting of December 12th, 1934. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and confirmed. 

Additional Accommodation. — (a) The 
Secretary reported that Messrs. Hamptons 
were not in a position at present to say 
whether it would be possible to obtain a_por- 
tion of the vacant site viewed in Great 
Russell Street. 

(b) The Chairman reported that in com- 
pany with Professor Buxton and the Secre- 
tary he had visited premises in Gower Street 
and Euston Road, for which the sums of 
£15,000 and £17, 000 respectively were being 
asked, but that they had_ agreed that the 

position was not suitable in either case. 

(c) Letters were received from the agents 
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with particulars of other premises in Great 
Russell Street. 

In view of the fact that the opportunity of 
obtaining the most suitable site brought to 
the notice of the sub-committee was _ lost 
owing to the necessity of deferring a decision 
until a meeting of the Finance Committee 
and of the Council could be called, the sub- 
committee is of opinion that it will be neces- 
sary to give executive powers to any com- 
mittee which is entrusted with the work of 
purchasing a suitable site. 

It is therefore recommended that the 
House Sub-Committee should be reappointed 
as a Special Committee of the Council with 
executive powers for the purchase of a suit- 
able site for the headquarters of the College. 


Meeting of January 10th. 


The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and circulated, were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 

Additional Accommodation.—The_ Secre- 
tary submitted correspondence’ regarding 
other available sites, and it was resolved: 
“That no further action be taken pending 
the decision of the Finance Committee on 
the recommendation passed at the previous 
meeting.” 

After full discussion it was resolved :— 

(a) That the reports of the sub-committee 
be received. 

(b) That in view of the indefinite nature 
of the instructions to the House Sub-Com- 
mittee it is felt that no further progress can 
satisfactorily be made and that the sub-com- 
mittee be therefore dissolved. 

Financial Statement.—The Treasurer submitted 
his Financial Statement for the Quarter, showing 
a balance in hand of ¢2,223 9s. 11d. and liabilities 
amounting to £212 1s. 3d. in addition to the cost 
of examinations. 

The Treasurer’s Statement was adopted and 
he was ordered to pay the liabilities shown to- 
gether with cheques for current expenditure. 

Membership Examiners’ Fees.—The recom- 
mendation of the Examination Committee that 
this question be referred to the Joint Finance 
and Examination Sub-Committee was approved. 

Annual Fees.—The Secretary submitted parti- 
culars of 14 cases of members in arrears with 
the payment of Annual Fees and was instructed 
as to the action to be taken. 

President’s Chain.—The question of providing 
additional links to the President’s chain was left 
in the hands of the President, Chairman’ and 
Treasurer, with power to act. 

Investments.—The Treasurer reported that, as 
instructed, he had invested the sum of £1,500 in 
the following investments: £1,043 2s. Metropoli- 
tan Water Board 3 per cent. “B” Inscribed 
Stock; £450 4 per cent. Southern Railway Deben- 
tures. 

Insurance of Employees.—The Secretary re- 
ported that arrangements had been made with 
the Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd., to 
insure the College against claims for compensa- 
tion in respect of all employees of the College. 

se > 5 

Register” Advertisements.—A report from 
the Library Committee was received to the effect 
that the advertising Agents had been unable to 
secure advertisements for the “ Register ” with- 
out illustrations, which would bring in a greater 
income than £26. 

It was resolved that this question be placed 
on the Agenda of the Finance and General Pur- 
poses Committee at its next meeting. 


Mr. Natrn seconded the motion. 
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Sir JOHN M’FapyeEAn: I should like to hb 
allowed to make some observations with regard 
to the proposed provision of extra accommoda- 
tion. I have not had the opportunity to discuss 
the proposals with other members of the Council, 
but I confess that I have felt very uneas) 
regarding the proposal to expend such a large 
sum of the College funds at the present moment 
in extending the College premises. IL under- 
stand that the proposal has been made without 
any feeling of misgiving because it is calculated 
that the recent sudden increase in the income 
of the College from the increase in the number 
of students is likely to be maintained. I think 
that there are serious doubts about that, and 
I could not help being struck by the close 
analogy between the position of this College at 
the moment and the position of agriculturists 
about the year 1918. At that time agriculturists 
found that their profits had greatly increased : 
they assumed that that would continue, and 
many of them bought the land which they had 
previously rented, with results which we all 
know, ending in the ruin of many of them; at 
any rate, no one can deny that a quite un- 
expected change for the worse occurred in a 
comparatively few years so far as agriculture 
was concerned. I submit that we are in a very 
analogous position, I submit that it is neither 
certain nor desirable that the present increase 
in the number of students will be or should be 
inaintained. 

I agree that we are hampered here, and have 
been for many years, for want of space, but. 
so far as I can see, we might manage to struggle 
along for a number of years yet. The great 
increase in the number of students does not 
impose any substantial extra claim on_ the 
‘apacity of this building. I know it has been 
said that this building is not in keeping with 
the dignity of the profession, but I submit that 
solvency and invested funds should be carefully 
weighed against that; it is more important to 
maintain the future financial security of this 
College. 

I do not propose to move any resolution on 
the subject, but I think we ought not to decide 
to-day to invest the Committee with power to 
secure a new building for the College without 
further consideration. I believe [ aim right in 
saying that the matter has not been discussed 
in full Council, and I suggest—I do not move- 
that provision be made by the allotment of time 
for the whole matter to be debated by the full 
Council. This is a matter which will affect the 
general .practitioner, who we are often reminded 
is the backbone of the profession. They should 
not be rushed about this. 

Professor Buxton: If Sir John M’Fadyean 
will move that this question be placed on the 
agenda for full discussion by this Council |! 
shall be most happy to second that. It was 
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with that object in view that I ventured to 
move this morning that the House Committee 
should be forthwith dissolved, and my object 
will be admirably achieved if the motion which 
I suggest is acceptable to the Council. 

Sir JOHN M’FapyEAN: | will formally move 
that the matter be discussed at the next meet- 
ing of the Council. I think it would be unfair 
to ask the members of the Council to debate it 
now. I have had the advantage of thinking it 
over very seriously, and I have put what I 
helieve are the facts before the Council. Nobody 
will pretend that this is a matter of great 
urgency, and I think the right course to take 
is to discuss it at the next quarterly meeting. 
I think that will be fairer. 

Mr. McIntosu: I think that most people will 
agree with what Sir John said, but on behalf 
of the Sub-Committee, I should like to point out 
that he is not correct in saying that the matter 
has not been before this Council. It was before 
this Council almost two years ago, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to make inquiry with 
regard to suitable sites and so on and to report 
hack again to the Finance Committee, and 
through the Finance Committee to this Council. 
It has therefore been before this Council in the 
form of a report for nearly two years. The 
Council were fully aware of the fact that this 
committee was. making inquiries, and from time 
to time it submitted a report to this body. It 
is obvious to-day, from what transpired at the 
committee meeting, that some members, at any 
rate, seem to think that the premises here might 
be adapted to our requirements for the present 
time; and it was for that reason, I think, that 
Professor Buxton moved that the whole matter 
be referred back to the Council and the com- 
mittee dissolved, I think that would be the 
desire of the members of the committee them- 
selves. 

Sir JOHN M’FaApyEAN: I stand corrected, and 
I apologise. What I ought to have said was 
that it had not been debated by the Council. 

Professor WooLprRIDGE: Further to that, | 
should like to point out that no decision has 
ever been taken by this Council, as far as | 
um aware, that it was necessary or desirable 


that such an extension should take place. The 


sub-committee, if I recall correctly, was 
appointed to make inquiries and to explore the 
ground, but recent developments and reports 
of that sub-committee would convey to me, at 
any rate, the impression that some such decision 
had been taken. 

Mr. G. P. Mace: If the sub-committee is to 
be disbanded, I think everyone here will fee! 
that we owe them a very great debt of grati- 
tude for all the work that they have done and 
the trouble they have taken in viewing all these 
sites, which must have taken a great deal of 
time and been a great responsibility for them. 
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I move that we accord them a very hearty vote 
of thanks for what they have done. 

Lieut.-Colonel Younc: I should like to second 
that. 

Captain Simpson: | endorse everything that 
Sir John M’Fadyean has said as to the wisdom 
of taking a good deal of time to think over the 
whole position. I was very much concerned 
when the sub-committee asked for executive 
powers to act in this matter, and | think that 
on mature reflection most of us feel that the 
matter ought to receive much fuller considera- 
tion than the proposal has actually received. 
I therefore strongly endorse Sir John’s sugges- 
tion that we should have an opportunity of 
debating the whole question and deciding what. 
is the best course to take. 

The CHuatkMan: [ will put the proposal that 
a vote of thanks be accorded to the sub- 
committee. 

The proposal was carried. 

The PRESIDENT: I will put the motion pro- 
posed by Sir John M’Fadyean and seconded by 
Professor Buxton, that this matter be referred 
for discussion at the next Council meeting. 

The motion was carried. 

The motion for the reception and adoption of 
the reports of the committee, which had been 
proposed by Mr. McIntosh and seconded by Mr. 
Nairn, was then put and carried. 


Examination Committee. 

Professor Buxton (Chairman) read the fol- 
lowing two reports of the Examination Com- 
mittee, and moved that they be received and 
adopted :— 

Meeting of January 9th. 


The minutes of the previous meeting, havin 
been printed and circulated, were taken as reac 
and signed as correct. 

REPORT OF SuB-COMMITTEE.—(a) The following 
report of the meeting of the Examination Sub- 
Committee held on October 17th, 1934, was read 
and adopted :— 

Candidates over 212—Three candidates over 
21 years of age were interviewed, and it was 
resolved: 

“ That candidate No, 4689, having pre- 
sented certificates which in the opinion 
of the sub-committee are sufficient 
evidence of a good general education, 
be registered as a veterinary student on 
payment of the special fee of £2 2s. 


(b) It was resolved: “ That the question of the 
advisibility of granting special concessions in 
respect of general education to candidates over 
21 years of age be placed on the agenda of the 
committee at the next meeting.” 


REPORTS ON DECEMBER EXAMINATIONS. 


(a) The Secretary reported that the President 
had appointed Mr. H. Burrow to be interim 
examiner in Animal Husbandry (I), in place of 
Mr. Wm. C. Miller, resigned. ; 

It was resolved: “ That the action of the Presi- 
dent be approved.” Weary 

(b) The Secretary reported that no applications 
for the vacant Jocal secretaryship in Edinburgh 
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had been received in time to allow an appoint- 
ment to be made prior to the December examina- 
tions, and that Mr. A. K. Cameron had in the 
circumstances volunteered to take over the work 
again. The President had therefore reappointed 
Mr. Cameron to the office. 

It was resolved: “ That the action of the Presi- 
dent be approved.” 

(c) The reports of the Chairmen of the Courts 
of Examiners, Delegates of the Council, and of 
the Second Year Examiners were submitted. 

It was resolved: 

(i) That the Principals of the Schools be 
requested to take note of the reports on the 
December Examinations with a view to re- 
moving as far as possible the deficiencies 
referred to. 

(ii) That the report of the Examiners in 
Animal Husbandry (1) be referred to a sub- 
committee for consideration and report, the 
sub-committee to consist of the Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman, Dr. Bradley, Professor 
Craig and Mr. Holroyd. 

(iii) That notice of motion be given to 
make — the following amendments to 
Schedule 1:— 

SECOND EXAMINATION, I. Physiology and 
Biochemistry.—-Omit “ 1 hour” after the 
words “oral and practical ” and insert 
“2 hours.” 

II, Histology and Embryology.—Omit 
“1 hour” after the words “oral and 
practical ” and insert “ 2 hours.” 

Turrp EXAMINATION, J/].—Before_ the 
words “ Animal Husbandry” insert the 
words “ Veterinary Hygiene, Dietetics, 
and.” 

(iv) That the thanks of the Council be con- 
veyed to those persons and _ institutions 
having rendered assistance in the conduct of 
the Examinations. 

(v) That the thanks of the committee be 
accorded to Professor Buxton for his very 
valuable report on the December Examina- 
tions. 

FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION.._The report by the 
Examiners on a Thesis submitted by candidate 
No. 98 was submitted, to the effect that the 
Thesis could not be accepted as reaching Fellow- 
ship standard but recommending that the can- 
didate be given the opportunity of re-presenting 
his Thesis after having studied more fully the 
disease dealt with. 

The recommendation of the Examiners was 
approved. : 

Rducalionel Certificates.—The Secretary sub- 
mitted a list of Educational Certificates which 
had been accepted, as follows: Nos. 4694-4697, 
4699-4705, 4706-4711, 4713, 4714, 4718-4723, 
4725-4728a, 4729a, 4730-4756. 

EXEMPTIONS AND CONCESSIONS. 

(a) Byelaw 62.—-It was resolved thal 
exemptions under Byelaw 62 be granted in 
the following cases: Nos. 4705, 4712 
(Biology), 4715, 4716, 4717, 4757 (Biology), 
4758-4765. 

(b) Examination Fees.-Medical certifi- 
‘ates accounting for absence from the 
December Examinations were received in 
respect of candidates Nos. 3690 and 3480, 
and it was resolved: “ That the examination 
fees paid be held over to the July Examina- 
tions.” 

(c) Referred Candidate—An a »plication 
was received from a candidate, No. 4026, 
who had failed four times in Stable Manage- 
ment, for permission to re-present himself for 
examination in this subject in July, 1935, and 
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at the same time to sit for the Class C€ 
examination. 

It was resolved: “ That the application 
cannot be acceded to.” 

(d) D.V.S.M.—An application was received 
from Mr. W. Duncan for recognition of his 
services as part-time veterinary officer 
serving under a whole-time veterinary officer 
for exemption from the provisions of Bye-law 
106 (3). 

It was resolved: “ That the application be 
granted.” 

APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS.—It was resolved: 
“ That the Secretary be instructed to advertise 
the fact that the Council will proceed at its nex! 
meeting to the election of Examiners in the 
following subjects: Second Examination: Animal 
Husbandry I; Third Examination: Anatomy, 
Pharmacology and Therapeutics, and Veterinary 
Hygiene, Dietetics and Animal Husbandry. 

INTERNAL EXAMINERS: The following appoint- 
ments of Internal Examiners were approved: 

Liverpool, Pathology, Mr. G. O. Davies, 
M.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H.; London, Pathology, 
Dr. F. C. Minett, p.sc., M.r.c.v.s.; Histology, 
Dr. E. C. Amoroso, M.p., B.CH., P#.D.; Biology, 
Mr. J. H. Jackson, M.A., B.Sc. 

(At this point the meeling was adjourned.) 


Adjourned Meeting, January 10th. 

EXAMINERS’ FEEs.—The question of the revision 
of the scale of fees payable to examiners under 
the five years’ course was considered, and it was 
resolved: “ That the matter be referred to the 
Joint Sub-Committee appointed by the Finance 
Committee to consider this matter, namely, the 
President, the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of 
the Finance and Examination Committees, to- 
gether with Mr. Holroyd and the Treasurer.” 

LocaL SECRETARY At EpinBsURGH.—The Secretary 
submitted a communication from Mr. A. K. 
Cameron stating that it would now be possible 
for him to resume the duties of the Local Secre- 
tary at Edinburgh if the Council so desired. 

It was resolved to recommend: “ That Mr. 
Cameron be reappointed Local Secretary at Edin- 
burgh.” 

HONORARY FELLOWSuHIP._-The President sub- 
mitted to the Committee, as being the special com- 
mittee appointed for the purpose in accordance 
with Bye-law 105a, the name of Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley for election to the Fellowship of the 
College, on account of his special eminence in 
veterinary science. It was resolved to recom- 
mend: “ That under the provisions of Clause 4 
of the Royal Charter of 1932 the Council do elect 
Dr. O. Charnock Bradley to be a Fellow of the 
College, and that the Fellowship Diploma _ be 
conferred upon him at the next Annual General 
Meeting.” 

WILLIAMS MEMORIAL PRIZE: The Secretary sub- 
mitted the report of the auditors on the marks 
gained by students in the Final Examination for 
the Membership Diploma held during 1934, show- 
ing that Mr. T. F. Stokes was entitled to the Prize. 

It was resolved to recommend: “ That the 
Williams Memorial Prize for 1934 be awarded to 
Mr. T. F. Stokes, M.R.c.v.s., a graduate of the 
Royal Veterinary College, London.” 

WALLEY MEMORIAL PrizE: The Secretary sub- 
mitted the report of the auditors on the marks 
gained by students at the written examination 
in Pathology, Materia Medica and Hygiene held 
during the session 1933-34, which showed thal 
Miss C. C. Sparke had gained the highest number 
of marks. 

It was resolved to recommend: “ Thal the 
Walley Memorial Prize for 1934 be awarded to 
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Miss C. C. Sparke, a student of the Royal Veterin- 
ary College, London.” 

Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Prize—lt was 
resolved: “ That the next examination for the 
Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Prize be held on 
September 23rd and 24th, 1935.” 

ees for Extra-Mural Teac hing.—A communica- 
lion was received from the Director of Recruit- 
ment, Colonial Service, asking what would be 
considered an appropriate fee to be paid by 
students to extra-mural teachers for the period 
of six months’ practical training required under 
Bye-law 74. The Secretary was instructed as to 
the reply to be sent. 

Registration of Students.—_The question whether 

. fee should be charged to students at the time 
of registering their Educational Certificates was 
considered, and it was resolved that no fee be 
charged. 

RoyaAL (DICK) VETERINARY COLLEGE: The Secre- 
tary reported the receipt of a letter from the Prin- 
cipal of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College of 
Edinburgh, intimating the fact that on October 
5th, 1934, His Majesty had approved an Ordinance 
of Affiliation of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College with the University of Edinburgh. 

Report of Sub-Committee on the Pretoria 
Degree of B.V.Sc. sub-committee submitted 
the reply which has been sent to the Dominions 
Office in reference to the recognition of the Pre- 
toria Degree of B.V.Sc., which was approved. 

A further communication from the Dominions 
Oflice on the matter was received, and the matter 
was referred to the sub-committee for considera- 
tion and reply. 

Australian Veterinary Degrees.—aA letter was 
received from Dr. L. B. Bull regarding the — 
nition of Australian Veterinary Degrees, and we 
submitted to the sub-committee dealing with the 
Pretoria Veterinary Degree. 

D.V.S.M. Examination in Epizootiology.—The 
Secretary submitted copies of letters received 
from seven holders of the Diploma in Veterinary 
State Medicine relating: to the oral examination 
in Epizootiology, together with copies of letters 
from the examiners on the same question. 

It was resolved: “ That no further action be 
laken.” 

ByE-LAW 62: It was resolved:- 

‘That notice of motion be given to make 
the following amendment of Bye-law 62:— 
‘That candidates who have passed the 
First Medical or Veterinary Examination 
of the University of London should be 
eligible for exemption under Bye-law 62, 
conditionally on their passing in Organic 
Chemistry in Part I of the Second Uni- 
versity Examination, prior to presenting 
themselves for the Second Examination 
of the R.C.V.S.’”’ 








SUGGESTED New Bye-Law 64a: It was resolved:——_ 


“That notice be given to make the follow- 
ing additional Bye-law:- 

‘Candidates who submit evidence that 
they are graduates in the Natural 
Sciences Tripos, Cambridge, and that in 
the course o of thels examinations for the 
Tripos they have passed in Physiology, 
Pathology, Biochemistry and Anatomy 
(comprising Histology and Embryology), 
may be exempted from the Second 
Examination, conditionally on their pass- 
ing the prescribed examination in Animal 
Husbandry before the Third Examina- 
tion. 

plications for exemption under 
this Brel ‘e-law must be submitted not later 
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than September 25th in any year in the 
case of candidates who desire to enter 
upon the Third Year’s course of instruc- 
tion.’”’ 

SCHEDULE OF EXAMINATIONS, FIVE YEARS’ COURSE: 

Colonel Walker submitted a memorandum for 
rearranging the Examinations for the Five Years’ 
Course. 

It was resolved: (a) “ That consideration of 
the memorandum be deferred for the time being, 
but that the suggestions made regarding the 
Examination in Animal Husbandry (1) be referred 
to the sub-committee appointed to consider the 
report of the Examiners in that subject. 

(b) That the name of Colonel Walker be added 
to the list of the sub-commitiee. 

D.V.S.M. REGULATIONS: The question of the ad- 
visability of amending Bye-law 106 to provide that 
instruction may be received at institutions other 
than affiliated Veterinary Colleges was con- 
sidered, and the matter was referred to the above- 
mentioned sub-committee for consideration and 
report. 

Correspondence.—A request was received from 
a member of the staff of the Royal Veterinary 
College for permission to inspect the records of 
examinations. 

It was resolved: “ That the application be not 
acceded to, and that the applicant be informed 
that it is customary for such requests to be pre- 
sented through the Principal of the School.” 


Mr. NAIRN seconded the motion, 
The motion was carried. 


Registration Committee. 

The SECRETARY read the 
Registration Committee, dated 
follows :— 


The minutes 
been printed and circulated, were 
and signed as correct. 

CASES. 

N.54. “ Canine and Feline Specialists; Canine 
Hospital and Sanatorium.” The Solicitor re- 
ported correspondence in this case showing that 
the offence complained of had, for the time being, 


of the 
Oth, as 


first report 
January 


of the previous meeting, having 
taken as read 


been discontinued. The case was. therefore 
struck out. 
N.101. “ Veterinary Homoeopathy; every dis- 


‘ase and ailment of the horse, cattle, sheep, swine, 
poultry and birds homovopathically treated and 
cured. Specialist in all canine diseases.” The 
Secretary reported tbat no further complaint had 
—_ received in this case. 

05. ‘“ The Animal Surgery and Dispensary. 
lntrmery for dogs.” Telephone: “ Vet.” 
The Secretary reported that no further evidence 
had been received and the case was therefore 
ordered to stand over. 

N.112. “ Vet.-Chemist.” The Solicitor reported 
correspondence he had had in this case and said 
that it had been impossible to obtain suitable 
evidence. The case was therefore struck out. 

N.113. “ C.D.V.Se. (Chelmsford Diploma in 
Veterinary Science).” 


N.114. “ Qualified Veterinary Surgeon in 
Attendance” on leaflets. 

N.115. ‘“ Canine and Feline Specialist; Animal 
Hospital.” 

N.116. “ Veterinary Specialist”; Ph.C., F.C.S., 
F.F.Sc.”; on sports programme. 

N.117. ‘“ Dog Specialist,” Canine Distemper In- 
oculations. Satisfactory undertakings were re-. 


ceived in the above cases. 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 

(a) Correspondence was submitted relative to 
the appointment by a County Council of a 
Lecturer in Animal Diseases, the person appointed 
having no veterinary qualification. 

It was resolved: “ That the matter be reported 
to the Minister of Agriculture and that a deputa- 
tion be appointed to wait on the Minister to lay 
before him the views of the Council on the matter. 
The deputation to consist of the President, Major 
G. W. Dunkin, Mr. J. W. McIntosh and Mr. G. P. 
Male.” 

(b) Correspondence was submitted relating to 
an unqualified person owning premises described 
aus “Canine Surgery” and described in the Local 
Directory as a veterinary surgeon. The Registrar 
reported that he had received an undertaking 
from the publishers of the Directory that the 
erroneous description would be discontinued in 
future issues of the Directory. 

(c) A letter was received from a member prac- 
tising in East Anglia reporting (1) That an un- 
qualified person was described in the_ local 
Directory as being the proprietor of a “ Horse, 
Cattle and Dog Infirmary,” he having formerly 
been an assistant and branch manager of a mem- 
ber of the College; (2) That an unqualified person, 
was described in Kelly’s Directory as “ Horse and 
Cattle Practitioner.” The Registrar reported in 
the latter case that he had arranged with Kelly’s 
Directory for the discontinuance of the title in 
future issues of the Directory. 

(d) A letter was received to the effect that 
a member had undertaken to attend the premises 
of an unqualified person, but the Secretary re- 
ported that the member, on being communicated 
with, had cancelled his engagement. 

(e) A copy of the report of proceedings at the 
High Court, Dublin, on October 22nd, 1934, was 
submitted giving the decision of the Court allow- 
ing the appeal of the Irish Free State Veterinary 
Council against the decision of the lower Court 
dismissing two summonses of the Council against 
unqualified persons. 

(f) The Registrar was instructed as to the 
replies to be sent in the other cases. 

On the motion of the PRESIDENT, seconded by 
Colonel WALKER, the report was received and 


adopted. 
The Secretary then read the second report 
of the Registration Committee, dated January 


10th, as follows :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as fead 
and signed as correct. 

CASES. 

2492. Advertising by Board. The _ Secre- 
tary reported that an undertaking had been re- 
ceived in this case. 

2514a. The Secretary submitted a_ Police 
report showing that this member had been con- 
victed for a breach of Sec. 15 (1) of the Road 
Traffic Act and had been fined £10 with a sus- 

ension of his driving licence for six months. 
The Secretary was instructed to inform this 
member that the committee has taken note 
of this report but will suspend judgment on the 
matter for twelve months. 

2530. Alleged advertising. 

It was resolved that this member be called upon 
to appear before the committee at its next meet- 
ing to give an explanation of his action. 

3531. Using title “‘ Canine Specialist.” 

The Secretary submitted correspondence in this 
case and was instructed as to the reply to be 
sent. 
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2541. The Secretary submitted a Police report 
showing that this member had been convicted 
ed an offence under the Dangerous Drugs Regula- 
ions. 

It was resolved that no action be taken. 

2542. Alleged covering. Correspondence was 
submitted in this case. It was resolved that, in 
view of the explanation submitted, no further 
action be taken. 

2543. The Secretary submitted a report re- 
ceived from the Police showing that this member 
had been convicted on a charge of having driven 
a motor car in a reckless manner and had been 
sentenced to two months’ imprisonment, and his 
driving licence had been suspended for a period 
of three years. 

It was resolved that a letter of warning be 
addressed to this member. 

2544. Alleged covering. Correspondence was 
submitted in this case including an explanation 
from the member. It was decided to take no 
further action. 

2545. Alleged newspaper advertisement. An 
explanation and apology were received from this 
member, which were accepted. 

2546. A letter from the Ministry of Agriculture 
reporting an alleged dereliction of duty under 
the Anthrax Order, 1928, was read and con- 
sidered. It was resolved: “ That after careful 
consideration of the evidence submitted by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the explanation re- 
ceived from the member involved, the committee 
find that they can take no action in the matter.” 

2547. Alleged supersession. Correspondence 
was submitted in this case and the matter was 
ordered to stand over pending the receipt of 
further evidence. 

2529. Letters from this member and from the 
Secretary of the Institution employing him, were 
received and considered. It was resolved: “ That 
the letters do not, in the opinion of the committee, 
constitute grounds warranting the re-opening of 
the case.” 

2532. A letter from this member was read and 
the Secretary was instructed as to the reply to 
be sent. 

2548. Supervision of Kennels. The Secretary 
was instructed to communicate with this member 
informing him that a monthly inspection of 
kennels advertised as under veterinary super- 
vision cannot be approved. 


CORRESPONDENCE: 


(a) A letter was received from the Canine In- 
surance Association, Limited, asking whether il 
would be proper to print the name, address, and 
qualification of veterinary surgeons who act as 
Agents of the Company upon proposal forms and 
other literature. 

The Secretary was instructed to reply in the 
negative. 

(b) A letter was received from a member asking 
whether a form of veterinary certificate used by 
eon Army and Navy Co-operative Society was in 
order. 

The Secretary was instructed to inform the 
member signing the certificate that it would be 
advisable to amend the form of words of the 
certificate in order to make it clear that the 
examination of the animal was carried out by 
himself. 

(c) Other correspondence was submitted and 
the replies of the Secretary were approved. 


On the motion of the PRESIDENT, seconded by 
Mr. G. P. Mate, the report was received and 
adopted. 
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Parliamentary Committee. 

Mr. J. Witiettr (Vice-Chairman) read the 
following report of the Parliamentary Com- 
mnittee, dated January 9th, and proposed that 
it be received and adopted :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

In the absence of Colonel Brittlebank, Mr. 
Willett (Vice-Chairman) took the Chair. 

REPORT OF SuB-CoMMITTEE.—The following 
report of the Parliamentary Sub-Committee was 
received and adopted:— 

At the meeting of the sub-committee 
appointed to consider the report of the Cattle 
Diseases Committee of the Economic Advi- 
sory Council held on January 9th, the follow- 
ing report from the minor sub-committee it 
had appointed at its previous meeting was 
received and adopted:— 

The members of the minor sub- 
committee waited on Mr. Kelland, Chief 
we Officer, on Friday, November 
2nd. 

Mr. Kelland informed the deputation 
that he could only give them information 
as to the draft scheme in confidence, and 
typed copies of the scheme were then 
handed to the deputation to read. Mr. Kel- 
land answered questions as to the work- 
ing of the scheme, and the copies were 
then handed back before the deputation 
retired. 

It is the opinion of the members of 
the deputation that the scheme will not 
adversely affect the interests of the pro- 
fession, and that in the meantime it will 
not be necessary for the Council to draw 
up a scheme for the eradication of tuber- 
culosis. 

It was resolved to recommend: “ That the 
resolution passed by the Council at its meeting 
on January 5th, 1934,- relative to the national 
veterinary services (see Minutes, January, 1934, 
No. 16) be transmitted to the County Councils 
Association, the Association of Municipal Cor- 
porations, and the Clerks of Local Authorities. 


MEMORANDUM BY THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS. 

A memorandum prepared by the National Asso- 
ciation for the Prevention of Tuberculosis on 
the Report of the Cattle Diseases Committee of 
the Economic Advisory Council was submitted, 
together with a copy of correspondence between 
the Registrar and the Secretary of the Associa- 
tion, relative to paragraph 12 of the report. 

It was resolved: “ That the action of the Secre- 
tary be approved.” 


Poisons List AND Porsons RuLEs.—The Secre-_ 


lary submitted a copy of the letter he had 
addressed to the Secretary of the Poisons Board, 
on the instructions of the Chairman, stating that 
the Council have no comments to make on the 
draft Poisons List and Poisons Rules. 

DANGEROUS DRUGS REGULATIONS.—A memoran- 
dum submitted by Professor J. G. Wright was 
received and considered. It was resolved: “ That 
the Secretary be instructed to communicate with 
the Home Office requesting an amendment of the 
Dangerous Drugs Regulations so as to place 
veterinary surgeons on the same footing as 
doctors and dentists in relation to the keeping 
of records and the indication of the composition 
of remedies.” 

PARLIAMENTARY BILLS.—(a) A report was re- 
ceived from the Parliamentary Agents relating to 
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Private Bills, and the committee gave special con- 
sideration to the Urmston U.D.C. Bill, Clause 67, 
in reference to infected stables. 

It was resolved: “ That the matter be left in 
the hands of the President to take such action 
as he may deem necessary.” 

(b) Juries Bill—The Secretary submitted 
correspondence he had had with Lord Listowel 
in reference to the Juries Bill read in the House 
of Lords on December Sth, 1934. The Bill makes 
provision (Clause 2) for the making of rules of 
court “ exempting from attendance as jurors any 
person to whom special hardship would be caused 
on account of ... business . considerations.” 
Lord Listowel had stated that the intention of 
Clause 2 of the Bill was that any person engaged 
in a one-man business—this would apply to 
veterinary surgeons—-should be exempted from 
jury service. 

The Secretary was instructed to request Lord 
Listowel to give consideration to the exemption 
of veterinary surgeons from jury service on the 
grounds of the importance of their services being 
always available to attend to livestock. 

(c) Registration of Osteopaths Bill.—This Bill 
was submitted, but no action was taken. 

Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1934.—A 
copy of this new Order was submitted. 

arliamentary Agents.—Messrs. Sherwood & 
Co. were reappointed Parliamentary Agents on 
the same terms as heretofore. 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH CGouNnciL: It was 
resolved: 

(a) That strong representations be again 
made to the Agricultural Research Committee 
of the Privy Council urging the necessity in 
the public interest for adequate representa- 
tion of the veterinary profession on the Agri- 
cultural Research Council. 

(b) That a deputation be appointed to wait 
upon the Agricultural Research Committee to 
press this claim. 

(c) That the deputation consist of the 
President, Chairman, Professor Buxton, Pro- 
fessor Craig, Major Dunkin. 


Sir FREDERICK HoppaAy seconded the motion, 
which was carried. 








Library and Publication Committee. 


Mr. J. Hotroyp (Chairman) read the follow- 
ing report of the Library and Publication 
Committee, dated January 11th, and moved that 
it be received and ado,yted :— 


The minutes of the previous meeting, have been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and 
signed as correct. 

LIBRARIAN’sS REPORT: The Librarian submitted 
his report for the quarter, showing that 240 books 
had been sent out on loan, of which*83 were text- 
books and reports, and 157 were journals. This 
large increase in loans was due to the arrange- 
ment made between the Library and the National 
Veterinary Medical Association whereby all ex- 
change journals are sent direct to the Library and 
are then sent as required to abstractors for The 
Veterinary Record. Twelve volumes were lent to 
the National Central Library, twelve to the 
London School of Hygiene, three to the Imperial 
Bureau of Animal Health, two to the Medical Re- 
search Council, and one to the Ministry of Health. 
During the quarter the sets of Annual Reports 
have been checked and in many instances the 
Librarian has been able to obtain copies of reports 
of former years to fill in gaps. 

The report was approved. 
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Exchanges.—-The Librarian reported that, as 
authorised, he had sent seven volumes of the 
Veterinarian to Dr. Campbell of Chicago and had 
received in exchange 23 volumes of the American 
Veterinary Review and the Journal of Compara- 
tive Medicine and Surgery. The action of the 
Librarian was approved. 

PRESENTATIONS.—The Librarian reported that 
since the previous quarterly meeting the follow- 
ing presentations had been made to the Library:- 

By Sir Frederick Hobday: 150 Pamphlets 
and Reprints in Hungarian. 

By A. J. Baxter: A copy of the first pros- 
pectus of the Royal Veterinary College, 
London, 1791. 

By Colonel W. S, Mulvey: London Medical 
Repository, Vols. 1-10, 15-20, N.S. Vols. 1-6. 

By Dr. T. W. M. Cameron: “ The Internal 
Parasites of Domestic Animals.” 

By Bayer Products: “Medicine in_ its 
Chemical Aspects,” 2 Vols. 

By Sir J. M’Fadyean: Bollettino, Dell 
*Instituto Sieroterapico Milanese; 

Rivista di Patologia e Clinica della Tuber- 
colosi; 

Profilassi. evista Mensile di Patologia 
Comparata, 

together with 20 Annual Reports, six Calendars 
of Universities and Colleges, collected papers 
from the Veterinary Institute, Stockholm, and the 
Veterinary College, Brno, and 176 pamphlets. 

It was resolved: “ That the thanks of the Coun- 
cil be conveyed to the respective donors.” 

Purchases.—-The Librarian was instructed to 
purchase “ Veterinary Helminthology and Ento- 
mology ” (H. O. Ménnig), 30s.; “ Review of Applied 
Entomology,” Vols. 1-9 (1913-21), €4 14s. 

Duplicates.—-A request was received from Mr. 
F. Ware for duplicate volumes of the Velerinarian 
up to the year 1894 for the Library of the Im- 
perial Institute of Veterinary Research at 
Muktesar-Kumaon. The Librarian was instructed 
to report to the committee at the next meeting 
what duplicate copies of this journal are avail- 
able. 

Smitn MEMORIAL: The Librarian reported the 
receipt of a cheque for £1 6s. 1d. from Messrs. 
Bailliére, Tindall & Cox in respect of sales of 
Smith’s History of Veterinary Literature, Vol. 4. 
It was resolved: “ That this cheque and any fur- 
ther income from sales of Smith’s History be 
credited to the capital account of the Library.” 

Register Advertisements.—A letter was received 
from Walter Hills reporting that they had up 
to the present only been able to obtain advertise- 
ments for the 1935 Register to the sum of £26 as 
against €88 for last year, the reason being that 
advertisers were not willing to order advertise- 
ments without illustrations. It was resolved: 
“ That the advertisements obtained be accepted, 
but that in the opinion of this committee the 
Register can only be produced in a more dignified 
form by the elimination of all trade advertise- 
ments.” 

LIBRARY APPEAL.—The Librarian submitted a 
report on the result of the Library Appeal, for 
presentation to the Council as the Appeal Com- 
mittee. It was resolved: “ That the report be 
presented to the Council as an interim report, 
and that the Librarian be instructed to circularise 
all the Divisions of the National V.M.A., making 
the suggestion that annual donations to the 
Library Endowment Fund would be welcomed by 
the Council.” 

Major Kirk: In view of the fact that the 


income from advertisements has now been re- 
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duced from £88 to £26, the question again 
arises of whether we should continue adver- 
tisements in the Register. Is it worth having 
them at all if we are going to get only £26 a 
year from them? 

The PRESIDENT: That has been put on the 
agenda of the Finance Committee for considera- 
tion at the next meeting. 

Mr. Livesey: That will mean that advertise- 
ments will go into the present issue of the 
Register for next year, and I for one certainly 
think that the Register would very much benefit 
if the Council could see its way to take a bold 
course and eliminate advertisements straight 
away now, without waiting for another year. 
That can well be done on this report, and -if 
you will allow me I will move that that course 
be taken. 

Major Kirk: I will second that. 

The PRESIDENT: The proposal that it be re- 
ferred to the Finance Committee has already 
been adopted. It was in the Finance Com- 
mittee’s report. 

Major Dunkin: There may be a discussion 
on this now that the proposition has been defi- 
nitely put, and I should prefer matters to take 
their course and for the subject to be discussed, 
as arranged, in the Finance Committee. 

The PRESIDENT: It has been decided that it 
should go before the Finance Committee. 

Mr. Livesey: If that is your wish, Sir, I wil! 
withdraw my motion. I do not press it. 

Colonel WALKER seconded the motion for the 
reception and adoption of the report, which was 
carried. 

Election of Local Secretary at Edinburgh.— 
The Secretary: The appointment of Mr. A. K. 
Cameron as Secretary for Examinations in 
Edinburgh, as recommended by the Examina- 
tion Committee, will require a formal resolution 
by the Council. 

On the motion of Professor BuxTON, seconded 
by Mr. G. P. Mare, Mr. A. K. Cameron was 
appointed accordingly, 


PLACE OF ANNUAL MEETING 

The Secretary: The place of the Annual 
Meeting is put on the agenda in case there 
might be a suggestion to call the Annual Meet- 
ing at Edinburgh or Dublin, as we are em- 
powered to do. Normally it is held in London. 

Professor BuxToN: I propose that the Annual 
Meeting be held in London. 

Captain COLEMAN seconded the motion, which 
was carried. 

PLACE AND TIME OF LUNCHEON 

The SecreETARY: That has been fixed for the 
date of the Annual General Meeting, namely. 
Thursday, June 6th. It is usual in such cases 
to appoint a committee to arrange the place 
and time of the luncheon, and so on. 
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Mr. Livesey: I propose the appointment of 
the previous Dinner Coimnittee. 

Major DuNKIN seconded. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE: I have been on the 
Dinner Committee for some years, and I] think 
I have earned a little rest! 

Mr. G. P. Mare: I hope you will not allow 
Professor Wooldridge to retire from the com- 
mittee, because he has done «a tremendous 
amount of work, as I khew personally, and 
tuken more than his share. Perhaps we can 
let him off more lightly this time. 

The PrReEsIDENT: I should be sorry if he left 
the comiittee, 

The motion was carried. 


NOTICES OF MOTION 


The SECRETARY: Notice is given of the follow- 
ing alterations of Bye-laws :— 

Add to Bye-law 62.—Candidaltes who have 
passed the First Medical or Veterinary Examina- 
tion of the University of London are elegible for 
exemption under this Bye-law, conditionally on 
their passing in Organic Chemistry in Part I of 
the Second University Examination, prior to pre- 
senting themselves for the Second Examination 
of the R.C.V.S. 

Bye-law 64a.--Candidates who submit evidence 
that they are graduates in the National Sciences 
Tripos, Cambridge, and that in the course of their 
examinations for the Tripos they have passed in 
Physiology, Pathology, Biochemistry and 
Anatomy (comprising Histology and Embry- 
ology), may be exempted from the Second Exam- 
ination, conditionally on their passing the pres- 
cribed examination in Animal Husbandry before 
the Third Examination. 

Applications for exemption under this Bye-law 
must be submitted not later than September 25th 
in any year in the case of candidates who desire 
to enter upon the Third Year's course of instrue- 
lion. 

Amendments to Schedule 1, Five Years’ Course. 

SECOND EXAMINATION, J. Physiology and Bio- 
chemistry. Omit * 1 hour” after the words “ oral 
and practical” and insert “2 hours”; //. Histol- 
ogy and Embryology. Omit “1 hour” after the 
words “ oral and practical ” and insert “ 2 hours.” 

Turrp EXAMINATION, III. Before the words 
“Animal Husbandry ” insert the words “ Veter- 
inary Hygiene, Dietetics, and.” 


OTrnuER MATTERS 
Captain COLEMAN: L beg to propose that our 
appreciation of the innovation by the Secretary 


in the manner of presenting the agenda of the , 


Quarterly Meetings of Council be recorded in 
the minutes. I have heard a number of mem- 
bers of the Council express their appreciation, 
and I think it has hastened business at the 
different meetings, and members have been able 
to take a more intelligent interest in the work 
of the committees of which they are not mem- 
bers themselves, That is my object in asking 
that it be recorded that we appreciate the full 
material that has been given to us in this 
agenda. 
The motion was carried, 
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Special Meetings of Council 
A Special Meeting of Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons was held at 
10, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, on Friday, 
January 11th, immediately on the termination 
of the Quarterly Meeting of Council. Mr. G. H, 

Locke, President, occupied the Chair. 
The minutes of the previous Special Meeting, 
Which had been printed and circulated, were 
taken as read, confirmed, and signed as correct. 


AMENDMENTS TO ByrE-LAWws 


Mr. Livesey: I beg to move the amendment 
to the Bye-laws which stands in my mame on 
the agenda paper, namely :— 

“A referred student in Class D who desires 
to sit for re-examination must give notice to 
the Secretary of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons of his intention to do so at 
least 14 days before the date of the written 
examination.” 

Mr. J. Ho_troyp seconded the motion, whieh 
Was Carried mem. con, 

Professor BUXTON: I beg to move the amend- 
Inent standing in my name on the agenda paper, 
namely :— 2 

“That the Schedule of Examinations be 
amended as follows:— 

Third Examination. 

1. Anatomy of Domesticated Animals. 
In second line omit ‘1 hour’ and sub- 
stitute in lieu thereof the words ‘ not ex- 
ceeding three hours.’ ” 

Major Dunkin seconded the motion, which 
Was carried nem. con, 

Confirmatory Meeting.—It was decided to hold 
the Confirmatory Meeting on Wednesday, .Janu- 
ary 25rd, at 2.380 pan, 

The proceedings then terminated. 


At a special meeting of Council held at the 
College, 10, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, 
on Wednesday, January 23rd, 19385, there were 
present: Mr. G. H. Locke (President) in the 
chair, Professors J. B.* Buxton, J. Fr. Craig. 
Major G. W. Dunkin, Major Hamilton Wirk, 
Messrs. G. H. Livesey, J. W. MeIntosh, Lieut.- 
Colonel W. S. Mulvey, Colonel G. K. Walker, 
Mr. John Willett and Professor G, H. Wool- 
dridge. . 

The minutes of the previous Special Meeting, 
held on Friday, January 11th, 1985, were read 
and signed as correct. 

Apologies for absence were received from Dr. 
QO. Charnock Bradley, Lieut.-Colonel J. W. 
Brittlebank, Captain J. ©. Coleman, Messrs, 
H. W. Dawes, J. Holroyd, Sir John M'Fadyvean, 
Mr. A. Mackenzie, Professor J. Macqueen, 
Messrs. G. PL. Male, W. Nairn, Lieut.-Colonel 
I’. J. Simpson, Captain R. Simpson and Dr A.W. 
Whitehouse. 


(Concluded at foot of col. 1, p. 180.) 
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VICTORIA. VETERINARY 
BENEVOLENT FUND 


Meeting of Council 
A meeting of the Council of the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund was held at 10, 
Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, on Wednes- 


day, January 9th, 1935, when the following 
members were present: Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley, Major F. L. Gooch, Messrs, G. H. 


Livesey, G. H. Locke, J. W. MeIntosh, G,. PI. 
Male, W. Nairn, Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson, 
Messrs. Arnold Spicer, J. Willett, Professor 


Gi. H. Wooldridge and Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop 
Young. 

In the absence of 
©, Charnock Bradley 
appointed to the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 
October 3rd, 1934, having been published in 
The Velerinary Record, were taken us read and 
signed as correct, 

Conununications of apology for absence were 
received from Messrs. P. J. Howard, J. Ewing 
Johnston, Sir John Moore, Captain J. R. Rider, 
Major C, W. Townsend and Mr. W. Woods. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

The Secretary submitted the following report 
of new and increased subscriptions and dona- 
tions received during the past quarter, which 
was upproved :-— 


President, Dr. 
Was 


the 
(Vice-President) 








Subscriptions. t s. dg. 
R. Bennett * oni en ecg 010 OU 
A. J. Cattell va ste scl ve 1 1 0 
(. Crowhurst 010 6 
EK. L. Clarke 11 0 
H. W. Dawes ... tong 1 1 0 
Captain W. DD. Halfhead 11 0 
CONFIRMATION OF BYE-LAWS. 
The following additions to Bye-laws and 


alteration to Schedule of examinations were 
confirmed :— 
“(a) Bye-law 68.—A referred student in 
Class I) who desires to sit for re-examfna- 
tion must give notice to the Secretary of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
of his intention to do so at least 14 days 
before the date of the written examination. 
“(b) Third Examination.—1, Anatomy of 
Domesticated Animals. In second line omit 
‘1 hour’ and substitute in lieu’ thereof 
the words ‘ not exceeding 3 hours.’ ” 

The Common Seal was ordered to be affixed 
to the Bye-laws as altered. 

Notice oF Mortion.—Colonel WALKER gave 
notice that at the next meeting of Council he 
would move: “ That Schedule I be amended as 
follows :— 

Second Examination.—Delete * Anima! 
Husbandry I * and substitute in lieu thereof 
* Animal Management. ” 
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Subscriptions. 
Veterinary 


Ladies’ Victoria 
volent Guild 
Cc. A. MeGaughey 
J. MeGhee 
G. H. Mills 
J. N. Ritchie 
G. A. Tomlin 


Collecting Bowes. 

Captain G. F. Banham ... 

J. W. Baxter xis 

Central Veterinary Society 

Major FEF, Chambers 

J. Wright Conchie 

J. L. Cormack 

H. W. Dawes 

Major W.. J. 

Derbyshire 
Association 

Captain H. Gillmor 

J. W. M. Hinton ... 

J. Martin ... -n sou 

North of England V.M.A. 

North Wales — Division, 
N.V.MLA. ae 

North of Scotland = Divi- 


B. DeVine 
Veterinary 


sion, N.VIM.A. 
Major L. P. Pugh : 
Royal Counties V.M.A. 


Scottish Metropolitan Divi- 
sion eae peg 
South Eastern Veterin- 
ary Association ; 
Captain J. FH. Thomson 
Western Counties V.M.A,. 
A. Whicher — 
Yorkshire Veterinary 
Medical Association 
W. Jackson Young oat 
Southern Counties Veter- 
inary Association 
Mrs. A. J. Cattell 
R. Eaglesham ... wa 
Major T. H. Hobson ... 
J. W. Knowles 
Metropolitan = and 
Society (per A, 
G. A. Sangster 
Arnold Spicer 
Major G. Sutton 
Southern Cairn 
A. Cornish Bowden) 
Mark Tailby 
L. C. Tipper 


Mrs. Muriel FE. Ward 





February 9, 1935. 


Terriers’ Club (per 
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The handsome gift of £150 from the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Ladies’ Guild is given 
with the express wish that the money be used 
for the relief of necessitous widows or female 
relations of members of the R.C.V.S. Of the 
total amount granted to the Fund, £86 12s. was 
raised at a dance held in Edinburgh during the 
week of the Conference of the National Veter- 
inary Medical Association. 

I have been informed that the late Louis 
Mitchell, M.r.c.v.s., has bequeathed the sum of 
£100 free of duty to the Fund. 

I have to report the deaths of three recipients 
since the last Quarterly Meeting. The total 
amount of the grants which were made in these 
cases was £2 per week. 

It was resolved: “ That the grateful thanks 
of the Council be conveyed to the members of 
the Ladies’ Guild for their very generous dona- 
tion, and also to the other donors for the help 
given.” 

Life Membership.—Mrs. J. Gillray MeGregor, 
of Stirling, and Mrs. Herbert King, of Kenning- 
ton, were unanimously elected life members of 
the Fund. 

CASES 

82.—Member, M.r.c.v.s. The Secretary re- 
ported that this grant had been discontinued, 
the member having obtained employment. 

104.—Widow, aged 52, and mother-in-law, 
aged 84. The grant in this case was increased 
from 15s. to £1 per week as from January Ist. 

115.—Member, m.R.c.v.s., aged 70. Out of 
work, but now in receipt of old age pension. 
The grant in this case was reduced to 7s. 6d. 
per week. 

132.—Wife of member. Husband now in 
employment. The grant was discontinued. 

141.— Widow, aged 45, three daughters, two 
at school. This case was left in the hands of 
the Executive Committee, with authority to 
make a grant to the extent of £5. 

144.—Daughter of member, aged 45; two 
children, one married. Applicant lives apart 
from her husband. No grant was made in this 
case, 

158.—Widow, aged 43. <A further application 
was received, but no grant was made. 

Christmas Grants.—-The Secretary reported 
that he had received the sum of £42 18s. 6d. 
as donations for the purpose of making special 
grants to recipients at Christmas, and that 37 
families had been assisted, the majority with 
a grant of £1, and in special cases £2. 

Investments.—The Treasurer was authorised 
to invest the amount in donations in suitable 
investments. 

Ladies’ Guild.—The Secretary was instructed 
to inform the Ladies’ Guild that they were 
eligible to nominate a member to serve on the 
Council of the Fund. 
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N.V.M.A. Divisional Report 


ROYAL COUNTIES V.M.A.* 
OFFICERS ELECTED AT LONDON 
MEETING 
An ordinary general meeting of the Royal 
Counties V.M.A. was held at the Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, London, on Friday, November 
80th, 19384. The President, Mr. R. A. Willett, 
occupied the chair and the following members 
attended: Messrs. A. J. Baxter, J. and H. Bell, 
Captain R. E. C, Bullen, Captain H. B. Collet, 
Major J. J. Dunlop, Lieut.-Colonel H. Greentield, 
Captain J. R. Hewer, Major H. G. Lepper, Cap- 
tain W. L. Little, Mr. J. W. MelIntosh, Vety.- 
Colonel G. Rees-Mogg, Lieut.-Colonel P. J. 
Simpson, Colonel G. K. Walker and Mr. J. 
Willett. Dr. Fred Bullock and Mr. Martin were 

present as visitors. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been published in The Veterinary Record, were 
taken as read. 

The Hon, Secretary read apologies for absence 
from the following members: Messrs. N.S. 
Barron, J. R. Baxter, T. A. R, Chipperfield, Cap- 
tain J. (. Coleman, Captain J. A. Craft, Major 
G. W. Dunkin, Sir Frederick Hobday, Mr. G. P. 
Male, Dr. Leslie Sheather, Messrs. H. C. 
Shingler and F. W. Willett. 

Election to Membership.—Mr. H. S. Wright 
(Proposer, Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson; 
Seconder, Captain H. B. Collet), was elected 
to membership, subject to his filling the Associa- 
tion’s form of application. 

Nomination for Election—-The nomination to 
membership of Mr. W. Martin, M.R.C.v.S., 
Witney (Proposer, Mr. J. R. Baxter; Seconder, 
Mr. A. J. Baxter), was received. 

Resignations.—Three members wrote tender- 
ing resignation of membership, viz., Major W. K. 
Barron, Major R. F. Wall and Captain David 
Wyllie. 

The resignations of Major Wall and Captain 
Wyllie were accepted with regret by the meeting, 
but the Hon. Secretary was instructed to write 
to Major Barron, pointing out to him that Guild- 
ford, to which town Major Barron has recently 
moved, is well within the territory of the Asso- 
ciation and asking him if he would reconsider 
his resignation on that account. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1935 

President.._Mr, R. A. Willett (retiring Presi- 
dent) proposed Captain R. E. C. Bullen as his 
successor and this proposal was carried unani- 


mously. 
Vice-Presidents.—Major J. J. Dunlop, Colonel 
G. K. Walker, Captain J. A. Craft and Mr. R. A. 


Willett. 


* Received for publication, January 8th, 1935. 
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Council. (Major A. C. Duncan and Mr. G. P, 
Male automatically retired as the two members 
having the longest service on the Council): Mr. 
J. H. L. Addis, Mr. J. Bell, Lieut.-Colonel H. Green- 
field, Major G. W. Dunkin, Captain W. L. Little, 
Dr. A. L. Sheather and Major F. J, Taylor. 

Hon, Treasurer.—Captain R. Kk. C. Bullen, 

Hon. Secretary. -Mr. H. Bell. 

Hon. Auditor.—Mr. J. Willett. 

Mr. H. Bev. in thanking the meeting for re- 
electing him as Hon, Secretary, said that as 
that was the first occasion since his marriage 
upon which he had been present at a meeting 
of the Association, he wished to thank the mem- 
bers for the very acceptable gift which he had 
received from them in connection with that 
event. Anything which he had been able to 
do for the Association in the past had afforded 
him a great deal of pleasure and satisfaction, 

Representative on Council of Victoria Veter- 
inary Benevolent Fund.-Major G. W. Dunkin 
(re-elected). 

New Ru ies.—A copy of the proposed new 
rules had been sent to each member and these 
having been discussed, Colonel WALKER proposed 
and Major Taytor seconded that the rules be 
formally accepted. 

The form in which the rules were to be pub- 
lished was left to the discretion of the Hon. 
Secretary and the printer—a specimen copy to 
be presented at the Annual General Meeting. 

Colonel Walker had one or two minor altera- 
tions to suggest, none of which was controversial. 
These were agreed to. 

Some discussion arose as to whether it should 
be obligatory for members of the Association to 
be members of the N.V.ML.A. 

Captain Hewer said that he did not think it 
was desirable that such a clause should be in- 
cluded in the rules, 

Colonel WALKER expressed the view that, as 
the matter was being considered by the 
N.V.M.A., it was advisable to leave the wording 
of the rules (which stipulate that mempers 
must be members of the Royal College) un- 
changed. If it was found necessary at a later 
date to alter the qualification for membership a 
slip could be issued which could be affixed to the 
rules and the wording of the form of applica- 
tion for membership could be altered accordingly. 
This met with the approval of the meeting. 

Place of Next Meeting.—It was decided that 
the Annual General Meeting and Dinner be held 
in Reading. 

Morbid Specimens and Cases of Interest,— 
Captain J. R. Hewer presented an interesting 
monstrosity in the shape of a young pig, the head 
of which had the appearance of that of a tapir 
—there being no lower jaw and only one eye in 
evidence. 

The same member presented the shoulder of 
an Alsatian dog, X-ray plates of which he had 
displayed at the previous meeting. 
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Captain COLEMAN said that he had met with 
several cases lately in dogs, of obstruction due 
to pieces of bone: he had obtained good results 
with copious doses of liquid paraffin and 
enemata of glycerine and water. Whilst on his 
feet might he add that, without wishing to sa) 
much about so-called cat influenza pending the 
result of Major Dalling’s investigation, he 
thought he should like to make it known to menm- 
bers that he had been having very encouraging 
results in treating this complaint with injections 
of “ omnadin.” He had lately been making « 
practice of injecting 2 ¢«.c. of “ omnadin” on 
three consecutive days. In his last sequence of 
cases eight cats had been treated and all had 
survived. Previous to that he had lost thirteen 
in succession. 

Paper.—The remainder of the meeting was 
devoted to the consideration of a paper entitled 
“ Experiences in the Supervision and Control 
of a Commercial Stud,” which was given by 
Mr. J. W. McIntosh. An informative discussion 
followed, and at the close the meeting accorded 
Mr. McIntosh a hearty vote of thanks for his 
exceedingly interesting contribution to the pro- 
ceedings. [This paper and a report of the dis- 
cussion are reproduced at the commencement of 
this issue.—Ebp., V.R.] 

H. Beit, Hon. Secretary. 











HORSE-DRAWN TRAFFIC IN LONDON: SHIRE 
MEN’S VIEWS 

At the annual meeting of the Shire Horse 
Society, Sir Edward Mann, who was unanimously 
elected president of the society for the ensuing 
year, said that they heard a good deal about a 
desire on the part of some people to bar horses 
from the streets of London. That cry did not 
come from the commercial class, but from people 
who were “joy riders.” If they allowed horses 
to be driven from the streets it would be a great 
hardship on small traders who employed this 
economic form of transport. 

Sir Walter Gilbey, expressing the thanks of the 
society to the Duke of Devonshire for his services 
as president, also referred to the campaign against 
the use of horses in the streets, and said that there 
had been an unfair attack on the horse. There 
was no truth in the statement that horses impeded 
the traffic, he abolition of horses from the 
streets would inflict great hardship on the smaller 
commercial community. He felt that the Minister 
of Transport could not entertain for a moment 
such a ridiculous and unfair proposal. 

* F 4 * r+ J sf 
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THE ‘N.V.M.A.”’ PERSONAL 
ACCIDENT AND ALL’ SICKNESS 
INSURANCE SCHEME 


At a meeting of the Council held on January 
2nd, 1935, it was decided to put into operation 
a special scheme to provide Personal Accident 
and Sickness Compensation for the benefit of 
members of the Association. 

The matter having been considered in detail 
by the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
iittee, the main factors in favour of in- 
avugurating a scheme exclusive to the members of 
the Association were reported upon as follows : 

(a) The majority of insurance concerns 
discriminate unfavourably against veter- 
inarians, rating them as Class 3) risks, 
ie., the most hazardous class of personal 
accident risk, for which approximately 50 
per cent. extra premium is charged over 
and above the Class 1 rate of premium 
available to other professions and so termed 
* non-hazardous * occupations. 

(b) The schedule of compensation attach- 
ing to personal accident policies Commonly 
restricts the payment of the lump sum bene- 
fits to death, loss of sight and loss of limb 
by “actual physical severance,” and it was 
considered that such a restricted scale of 
benefits was inadequate to the needs of pro- 
fessional men and called for considerable 
extension. 

(c) Such policies as offer a lump sum 
payment or a small annuity in the event of 
permanent incapacity resulting from acci- 
dent, invariab'y make such benefit contin- 
gent upon the Insured person being per- 
manently and totally disabled from follow- 
ing “any gainful occupation.” It was con- 
sidered that this was much too wide a term 
and that any policy officially set up for the 
benetit of veterinarians should agree to pay 
the maximum liability in the event of the 
Insured sustaining injuries which necessi- 
tated the abandonment of his profession. 

The scheme now made available to members 
is divided into the three following Classes :— 


1. Tuk PERSONAL ACCIDENT POLICY 


The schedule of compensation embraces every 
conceivable form of permanent disability that 
can be provided for, ranging from fatal injuries 
down to even the loss of the smallest digit. The 
lump sum payments are not contingent upon 
“ loss by physical severance,” precisely the same 
compensation being payable for loss of use of 
why member as for the loss of that member by 
severance. The maximum sum insured by the 
policy is payable in the event of the incapacity 
causing abandonment of the Tnsured’s profes- 
sion, irrespective of the fact that he may even- 
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tually secure a means of livelihood in some 
different sphere of activity, Deafness, paralysis, 
wlienation of the mind, injury to shoulder, elbow, 
Wrist, hip, Knee, ankle, are specifically provided 
for. 

The standard scale of benefits ranges from 
a capital sum of £1,000, down to £5 per week 
during temporary disablement over a period 
limited to 52 weeks and provides, in addition, 
for the payment of medical expenses. 

The policy is World Wide and covers personal 
accidents of every sort and description, wherever 
and howsoever they may occur, excluding only 
veronautics and certain forms of hazardous 
sport, which risks can be included, however, 
Where necessary, by special arrangement, 


Annual Premium £4 1s. Od. 


2. THe ComMBINED PERSONAL ACCIDENT AND ALL 
SICKNESS POLICY 

This policy secures all the benetits of the Per- 
sohal Accident policy referred to above, in addi- 
tion to providing weekly compensation at the 
rate of £6 per week up to 52 weeks in the event 
of incapacity arising from Accident or Sickness 
of any kind. 


Annual Premium £9 1s. Od. 


Ne medical examination is necessary for either 


Policy No, 1 or 2.) The premium for Policy No, 2 
can be paid half-vyearly in return for a small 


extra charge. 


PERMANENT COMBINED ACCIDENT AND 


SICKNESS POLICY 


3. THE 


This is a somewhat more expensive form of 
policy, the distinguishing feature of which is 
that the Insurance Company guarantees to con- 
tinue the insurance until attainment of age 55, 
GO or 65 years, regardless of the Insured person's 
future state of health or the fact that heavy 
Claims have been paid, subject only to the pay- 
ment of the annual premium by the Insured. 

A strict medical examigation is necessary, 
but this is arranged free of cost to the Proposer, 

The rates of premium vary considerably, being 
dependent upon the Insured’s age at entry, the 
amount of weekly compensation desired and the 
date from which it is to commence. following 
upon commencement of the incapacity. Rates 
of premium especially arranged on a favourable 
scale for members of the N.VIMLAL will be 
quoted upon application, 


The rates of premium quoted for all three 
policies are preferential to members of the 
N.VLM.LA., and are substantially below the 
average premiums charged for this class of in- 
surance. No exact comparison is possible, how- 
ever, as the accident benefits of the N.V.M.A. 
policy are believed to be unique in their very 
wide scope and application. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing, an arrangement exists between the 
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Insurers and the Association whereby a propor- 
tion of all underwriting profit derived from the 
issue of these policies is payable to the Asso- 
ciation for the benefit of Veterinary Benevolent 
Funds. 

A special form of prospectus setting forth the 
provisions of the policy in full detail is in the 
hands of the printers and a copy will be for- 
warded to each member of the Association in 
the near future. Meanwhile, any further infor- 
mation desired can be obtained from the General 
Secretary or from the Managers of the scheme 
on behalf of the Association: S. H. Cannon & 
Co., Ltd., Incorporated Insurance Brokers, 3, 
Buceklersbury, London, E.C.4. 





In Parliament 
The following questions and answers have been 
recorded in the House of Commons recently:- 
ATTESTED HERDS SCHEME 


Mr, HALL-CAINE asked the Minister of Agricul- 
ture (on January 31st), whether he is in a posi- 
tion to state when it is anticipated the Govern- 
ment’s scheme to improve the standard of the 
milk supply in this country by accredited herds 
is likely to come into force; and whether he can 
make a statement on this subject? 

Colonel Ropner asked the Minister of Agricul- 
ture whether arrangements have yet been maae to 
bring into force the scheme for giving special 
benefits to the producers of clean milk in this 
country; and whether he is yet in a position to 
make any statement on this subject? 

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (Mr. Elliot): The 
Government’s Attested Herds Scheme as already 
announced comes into operation to-morrow. <A 
further scheme, generally known as the Accre- 
dited Producers Scheme has been framed and 
put forward by the Milk Marketing Board. This 
is not, however, a scheme of the Government. I 
am not in a position to make any statement re- 
garding this scheme except that I understand that 
discussions are proceeding between the board 
and the representatives of local authorities. 

Brigadier-General CLIFTON BROWN: May I ask 
the right hon. Gentleman whom he consulted 
before bringing in the scheme which comes into 
operation to-morrow? Did he consult any body 
of producers or anyone who could give him any 
idea how to carry out the contracts? 

Mr. Exuiotr: If my hon. and gallant Friend will 
put down a question, I shall be glad to give him 
an answer. 


Foot-AND-Moutn DsSEASE 

Lieut-Colonel HENEAGE asked the Minister of 
Agriculture (on January 31st) the total number 
of outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease during 
the last six months; if the source of infection 
has yet been traced; and how far the steps taken 
to prevent the spread of the disease were satis- 
factory? 

Mr. Exuior: During the past six months, 93 
separate premises were infected with foot-and- 
mouth disease, situated in 21 different areas, be- 
tween which no connection could be traced. In 
none of the areas was there definite evidence 
identifying the source of infection, although in 
twelve of the areas the incidence of disease 
may have been associated with the disposal of 
household refuse, including, in some _ cases, 





materials of foreign origin. In the case of six 
of the remaining nine infected areas no ¢ videnc: 
of a suggestive character was forthcoming; in- 
vestigations are still proceeding in the remaining 
three areas. The steps taken in each area to 
prevent the spread of infection followed the es- 
tablished procedure which has been found to be 
the most effectual method of achieving this ob- 
ject, namely, compulsory slaughter of affected 
animals and those in direct contact with infec- 
lion, accompanied by stringent restrictions on 
movement of animals in each infected are: 
(which normally extends to a radius of 15 miles 
from the initial outbreak), and followed by a 
thorough disinfection of the premises. It was 
possible to release ten of the infected areas 
within the normal period of about 28 days from 
the date of the first case. In nine areas the 
period of maintenance of the restrictions varied 
from five to nearly nine weeks. The two remain- 
ing areas (Weymouth and Glasgow) were only 
declared on January 12th and 17th, respectively, 
and are the only areas now under foot-and-mouth 
disease restrictions in Great Britain. 





Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest 
for inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


eb, 11th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, at 
4 p.m. 

Feb, 13th.—Annual General Meeting of the 
Lancashire Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Manchester. 

Keb, 14th.—Meeting of the Lincolnshire and 
District Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Granthan. 

Keb, 21st.—Meeting of the Society of Veterinary 
Practitioners, at Bristol, 

Mar. Sth.—Annual Dinner and Dance, York- 
shire Division, N.V.M.A., Guildford 
Hotel, Leeds. 

April Ist.—R.C.V.S. Annual Fees due. 

April 3rd.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

April 4th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meeting. 

April Sth.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

May 9%th.—Last day for nominations for elec- 
tion to R.C.V.S. Council. 

May 238rd.—Voting *apers issued = R.C.V.S. 
Council Election. 

May 30th.—Last day for return of Voting 
,apers R.C.V.S, Election. 

June 6th.—R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting 
and Luncheon. 

Annual General Meeting, Victori: 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 
June 13th.-—D.V.S.M. Examination begins. 


Edinburgh. 
July 29th—August 2nd: N.V.M.A. Congress at 
Belfast. 
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N.V.M.A, MEETING OF COUNCIL 


Erratum.—We regret that, in our report of the 
January Quarterly Meeting of Council, N.V.M.A., 
published in our last issue, under the heading 
‘Any Other Business ” (p. 147, col. 1), the resolu- 
tion passed following upon the consideration of 
a complaint concerning the communication in 
which the Editorial Committee had acquainted 
«a member of the profession, who had submitted 
a clinical article for publication in the Associa- 
tion’s journal, of the decision that his contribu- 
tion could not be accepted for publication, was 
incorrectly given. The resolution as reported: 
“That we support the action taken by the Edi- 
torial Committee -in this case ” should have read: 
“ That this Council expresses its confidence in 
the Editorial Committee.” 

E kK * * 
PERSONAL 

Appointment.—Mr. L. E. Perkins, M.nR.¢.v.s. 
Assistant Veterinary Officer, Durham, has been 
appointed County Veterinary Officer for Corn- 
wall 

Birth.—_Rore.—-On December 19th, 1934, al 
Nicosia, Cyprus, to Elizabeth (Lulu), wife of 
R. J. Roe—a nae 





On Leave. _E. Messervy has arriv ed home 
on leave. from: Tans ganyika Territory. 


REF USAL OF ADMISSION 0 VE TERINARY 
OFFICER: CONVICTION UPHELD* 


The Justiciary Appeal Court (Scotland), on 
January 17th, refused an appeal by Andrew 
Ballantyne, Shotlin Farm, Glassford, Hamilton, 
against a decision of Sheriff-Substitute M‘Donald 
finding him guilty of a charge of refusing ad- 
mission to a byre on his farm, without lawful 
authority or excuse, to John Weir, M.R.C.V.S., a 
veterinary inspector appointed by the County 
Council of Lanarkshire, and acting in execution 
of the Tuberculosis Order of 1925, the byre being 
a building which the inspector was entitled to 
enter for the purpose of examining bovine animals 
therein. In respect of the offence the appellant 
had been admonished and dismissed. 

The Lord Justice-General said the case ap- 
parently arose out of a dispute between the 
farmer and one of the veterinary inspectors ap- 
pointed by the Local Authority for, among other 
things, carrying out the provisions of the Tuber- 
culosis Order, and the dispute arose out of the 
farmer’s refusal to allow the inspector access to 
his farm unless the veterinary inspector washed 
his hands in a disinfectant. That was no longer 
put forward by the appellant as justification for 
refusal, but what was said by the appellant was 
this, that the inspection of his premises could, 
under the Order, only be carried out if it had 
been preceded by some form of special authority 
or by the communication of some kind of special 
information by the Local Authority to the veter- 
inary inspector. If that were the meaning of the 
Order of 1925 it would never become operativ e 
at all. What the Order said was that in every 
case in which there was reasonable ground for 
supposing that on any premises in the district 
there was a cow giving tuberculous milk the 
Local Authority should direct ils veterinary in- 


*Hamilton Sheriff Court hearing reported in 
our issue of December 1st, 1934 (p. 1460). 
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spector to go and examine the beast or beasts. 
Necessarily and naturally the Local Authority did 
what they did here—they appointed full-time 
officials, qualified veterinary surgeons, for carry- 
ing out the provisions of the Order; and armed 
with that authority this veterinary surgeon, neces- 
sarily and naturally in every case where there 
was reasonable ground to suppose that on any 
premises in the district there was a cow giving 
tuberculous milk, proceeded immediately — to 
examine whichever premises in the district he 
thought proper and right to examine, and trace 
if he could any mischief that existed. 

The notion that he must be separately ordered 
with regard to each of such premises, or that the 
Local Authority, as possessing some universal 
knowledge of the possible existence of tubercu- 
losis in the district, must first make some move 
to put the veterinary inspector to the performance 
of his duty had, in his Lordship’s opinion, under 
the Order no foundation whatever. The terms 
of the second paragraph of Section 4 of the Order 
were quite inconsistent with the idea that any 
such qualification existed, and therefore it seemed 
to his Lordship that the appeal so far as per- 
sisted in now by the appellant could not possibly 
succeed. The question of law put to the Court 
was whether the Sheriff-Substitute was entitled 
to convict the appellant of the charge libelled, 
and in his Lordship’s opinion he clearly yas. 

Lord Blackburn concurred. 

Lord Morison, who also agreed, said he thought 
it was too clear to require argument that the 
appellant contravened Section 4 (2) of the Order. 
His Lordship added that he would have thought 
that this appellant and indeed all farmers, would 
welcome the visits of these veterinary inspectors 
alike in their own and in the public interest. 





Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents, 


* * * * * 


VETERINARY SCIENCE AND THE 
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 
To THE Eprror oF THE*VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—In your issue of February 2nd, you refer 
in an editorial article to the position of Veterinary 
Science in respect of a body called the Agricul- 
tural Research Council. 

Having regard to the wide distribtition of your 
journal, not only in this country, but within the 
Empire overseas and in foreign countries, I recog- 
nise that some statement may be expected from 
those who serve on a number of the Scientific 
Committees of the Agricultural Research Council 
to which you refer, lest it should be supposed 
that the situation which you so properly describe 
as intolerable is condoned by members of the 
profession who, for one reason or another, have 
undertaken to serve upon them. You “ wonder 
how long the veterinary research workers who 
have been appvinted to serve on the special Com- 
mittees of the Council will be content to give the 
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benefit of their special knowledge to Committees 
which have to report to a Council on which their 
own profession has no representation.” I can 
well understand many of your readers exclaiming 
“ but if the position disclosed by the leader writer 
is true, how comes it that our colleagues who are 
intimately concerned with the Committees of the 
Agricultural Research Council have taken no 
steps to preserve the prestige of their profession.” 
| can assure you, Sir, that some of us—indeed, 
I believe all of us—have not been unmindful of 
our duty, and some, to my knowledge, have given 
careful consideration to the position which you 
so properly describe as intolerable. We have 
appreciated, as your leader writer has suggested, 
that the outrageous position in which the veter- 
inary profession has been placed might be more 
speedily terminated by the withdrawal of the 
veterinary members of the several special Com- 
mittees, but we have also realised that we owe 
a duty to the practising agriculturalists in this 
country and to the general public who contri- 
bute to our financial needs. Injustice at the 
hands of official agriculturalists and others would 
not justify anything in the nature of a strike, 
neither is such a procedure in keeping with the 
tradition of a professional body, and after all, 
we are a profession. To leave those who have 
trusted us, to the tender mercies of medical men 
and others who have permitted themselves to be 
placed in control of veterinary research, a posi- 
tion for which they can have no proper claim, 
would be a breach of trust to which we could not 
in all decency subscribe. The amazing result 
of the labours of the Committee on Cattle Dis- 
‘ases of the Economic Advisory Council has 
served as a timely warning of what can happen 
in the absence of proper collaboration with ex- 
pert advice. 

The Councils of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons and of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association have been made aware of 
the conditions of service imposed upon thpse 
members of the profession who seek to serve the 
interests of agriculturalists in so far as the con- 
trol of animal diseases is concerned, and there 
for the moment the matter had best be allowed 
to rest. I may assure you, however, that those 
of us who find ourselves in the unfortunate posi- 
tion to which you have alluded, are not unmind- 
ful of our duty, either in regard to the profession 
to which we belong or to the agricultural public 
whom it is our privilege to assist. 

Yours obediently, 
J. BAsiL Buxton. 


Institute of Animal Pathology, 
Field Laboratories, 
Milton Road, 
Cambridge. 


February 4th, 1935. 
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TREATMENT OF HAEMORRHAGIC GASTRO- 
ENTERITIS 


To THE EbiroR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—Having had considerable experience of 
hemorrhagic gastro-enteritis (to which grey- 
hounds are particularly susceptible) I was 
naturally interested in the communication by Mr. 
Stevens to your issue of December 22nd last. He 
is to be congratulated on his achievement. It 
recalls, however, the sad disappointment I had 
some ye: irs ago when I was using from 2,000 
to 3,000 doses per week of a preparation, which 
led me to believe for some time that at last the 
100 per cent. prophylactic, as well as a valuable 
curative, had been found. A deeper investiga- 
tion, and then an epidemic, left no doubt of the 
fact that it was practically useless. Since that 
time it has made me rather sceptical. In respect 
of “dimol” my experience has not been_ so 
happy, nor so convincing, as that of others, like 
Mr. Stevens, who have used it. I was not con- 
vinced of its value some years ago, and discon- 
tinued its use until about two years ago, when | 
gave it a further trial of about 2,500 doses for the 
tre: ument of outbreaks of hemorrhagic gastro- 
enteritis in greyhounds and other breeds. In one 
kennel of about 45 dogs all the animals were 
dosed with “dimol” two or three times a day, 
and those which were ill were treated according 
to indications. Another kennel of about 50 dogs 
in which there was an outbreak was also 
treated with “dimol” tablets. A similar kennel had 
glycerol-thymol Co. as a gastro-intestinal disin- 
fectant. A fourth kennel had no general internal 
antiseptic treatment, but sick and “in-contact dogs 
were given chinosol in addition to the other treat- 
ment, which consisted usually of a preparation 
of bismuth, sodium bicarbonate, calcium carbon- 
ate, magnesium carbonate, with morphine in 
some form, or lig. hamamelidis. 


The conclusion to which I came was _ that 
neither “ dimol” nor thymol gave definite results, 
but chinosol appeared to do so, We lost fewer 
under chinosol treatment than under any other. 
The treatment adopted by my friend Miss M. 
Lane, M.R.C.V.S., gave very satisfactory results. 
The internal medicaments were the bismuth, etc., 
mixture, small doses of liq. paraffin, chinosol and 
injections of coli bacillus at the onset of the 
trouble. No solid food-—particularly no brown 
bread—is allowed: boiled milk or milky prepara- 
tions when indicated; until then, no food of any 
kind is given. Small doses of brandy and water 
are frequently administered. As recovery takes 
place the diet is gradually changed to rusked 
white bread and boiled milk, bread and boiled 
meat, etc. I have been told that in kennels where 
greyhounds are given water to drink the disease 
is practically unknown. Certainly the utterly 
stupid ideas of feeding greyhounds that are held 
by some trainers are beyond reason and common 
sense, and that the general method of feeding 
them leaves much to be desired is demonstrated 
in the premature old age, the condition and pre- 
mature decay of the teeth, the prevalence of skin 
disease and the weakness of the muscles and 
phalanges of dogs that are supposed to be fit. 


One hears many theories as to whether the 
disease under discussion is non-contagious, con- 
tagious or infectious. It is difficult to say, when 
one sees SO many cases of only one or two dogs 
occupying the same kennel contracting the 
disease. 
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The views of other members would be of very 
great value, I am sure. 


Thanking you, , 
I am, 
Sir, 
Faithfully yours, 
Rec. IF. Watt. 
Roughdown Rise, 
Roughdown, 
Boxmoor, Herts. 


February 2nd, 1935. 
* Bs * 4 sk 
INTERDIGITAL CYSTS IN DOGS 

To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—In your issue of January 26th, Professor 
McCunn asks if ground infection has any influence 
in producing interdigital cysts in the dog. Per- 
sonally, I think it has. 

A dog (rough haired fox terrier) came to me 
several times with cysts and finally | enquired 
whether he got out on his own and scratched 
about. I was told that he regularly got out and 
loved to scratch in an old rubbish tip at the 
back of the house. I told the owner that this 
must be stopped and since then (over four years 
ago) there has been no recurrence of the cysts. 
A Scottish terrier was a great burrower in a 
kitchen garden at a gentleman’s house near here 
and was many a time troubled with cysts, but 
on his being kept up and only let out with super- 
vision he got over the trouble. 

I do not think that dirt alone causes cysts, 
but where a dog scratches forcibly and periodi- 
cally on infected, rough or manured ground cysts 
are, in my opinion, likely to occur. 

I am rather surprised that Professor McCunn’s 
query has not brought more letters for your 
correspondence column as these cysts are fre- 
quent and sometimes troublesome to cure. 

Yours faithfully, 


Bolton, G. MAYALL. 
* 


x * % * 
EXCEPTIONAL AGE IN A COW 

To THE Epiror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—May I bring to the notice of your readers 
the following case, for the dual purpose of placing 
it on record, since it seems to be one of unique 
old age, and of soliciting the experience of others 
on the longevity of cattle. While there are re- 
corded many instances of exceptional age in the 
equine species, there seems to be little informa- 
tion available regarding old age in the bovine. 

The case is that of a dairy shorthorn cow, the 
property of a Tipperary farmer, and it was 
brought to the notice of one of the staff of the 
Veterinary College, Dublin, by one of its final 
year students, Mr. M. J. Byrne. 

The cow is said to have been born in 1897, 
that is 38 years ago, during the boyhood of its 
owner who has a clear recollection of the animal 
from its birth and in whose possession it has 
since remained. There is said to be no doubt 
of the authenticity of the date of the animal’s 





birth and no likelihood of confusing it with an- 
— animal born or introduced to the herd since 
1en. 

The animal was a regular breeder up to the 
year 1931, since when it has become barren 
despite the recurrence of oestrum and service. 
She is still in good health and in moderately fat 
condition, but she shows the following abnor- 
malities :— 

There are three unworn and presumably 
newly-developed central incisor teeth stand- 
ing out in contrast to the remnants of her 
old incisors which are worn to the gums. 
(The premolars and molars were not 
examined by Mr. Byrne). The cow has grown 
a new pair of horns in place of the old ones, 
which were shed some years ago. There is 
a straggling abducting movement of the hind 
limbs during walking, but no apparent diffi- 
culty is noticeable when she lies down and 
rises. 

Yours faithfully, 
W. KEARNEY. 
Velerinary College of Ireland, 
Ballsbridge, 
Dublin, S.E,4. 

January 23rd, 1935. 

* * 1 x S 
CLINICAL SIGNS IN THE INTRADERMAL TEST 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—In reply to Mr. Tweed’s letter in The 
Veterinary Record of January 26th, and in sup- 
port of my letter of January 12th, | beg to offer 
the following figures, etc. 

The intradermal tuberculin test was carried 
out on September 24th to 27th, 1934, at the request 


of Mr. J. B., on 35 cattle, of which 20 were in 
milk. Eleven cows reacted, six of which were 
in milk. 

1934. Gallons. 
September 23rd ... at ve 44 
September 24th ... ak ss 37 
September 25th ... iat we 38 
September 26th ... ~ ca 36 
September 27th ... ne sae 36 
September 28th ... ahd sil 36 
September 29th ... ~ “ 37 
September 30th ... Si i 38 
October 1st aes a ae 40 
October 2nd has ea is 41 
October 3rd iio al 44 


Taking 44 gallons as the average daily amount 
of milk given by these cows, the six reactors 
“dropped” altogether, from September 24th to 
October 2nd, 57 gallons, nine-and-a-half gallons 
being the average “drop” per cent.—over a 
gallon per cow per day. 

Regarding the rise in temperature of reactors 
during the test, I have mental records of tem- 
peratures reaching from 103°F. to 107°F. 

Concerning cows losing their “ bloom” during 
the test, the only figures I can give to substantiate 
this are as follows:- 























| | a 
Date of Date of Date of 

Subject. Purchase at Purchase Commence- Result. Sale Selling 
Public Auction. Price. ment of Test. at Auction. | Price. 
‘Shorthorn cow, No. 1... | Oct. 9/34 | £26 0 0 | Oct. 9/34 Positive Oct. 13/34 | £22 0 0 
Shorthorn cow, No. 2... | Oct. 16/34 | £2410 0 | Oct. 16/34 | Positive | Oct. 20/34 | £21 5 0 
Shorthorn cow, No. 3... | Oct. 23/34 £27 0 0 | Oct. 23/34 Positive Oct. 27/34 | £24 0 0 | 
Shorthorn cow, No. 4 Oct. 30/34 | £93 5 0 | Oct. 30/34 Positive Nov. 3/34 | £2015 0/| 





— 











A lenge 
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In challenging Mr. Tweed’s statement, I only | 
do so in a constructive manner. and I[ in no way 
criticise the intradermal tuberculin test. 

am, 

Your truly, 

OscAR STINSON. 
Charnwood, 
Appleby. 


February Ath, 1935. 


ste Mt te te | 
. j . zy | 


“TUBERCULOSIS AND THE INTRADERMAL 
TUBERCULIN TEST IN THE HORSE ” 
To THE EpITor OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—In the “Clinical Communications ” 
columns of The Veterinary Record, of November 
18th, 1933, appearing under the above heading 
and under my name is a report of the intradermal 
testing of a horse for tuberculosis, in which it is 
stated that the opportunity had not then arisen 
for a post-mortem examination. That animal was 
kept out at grass that winter and most of the 
following summer when he was sent out of the 
district. I have recently met the owner who stated 
that he lent him to a relative to use as a hack 
but that he soon began to fall away. He was seen 
by another veterinary surgeon and destruction 
was decided on. The report on the post-mortem 
was to the effect that he had a kidney that would 
fill a bucket; that the cause of this was sarcoma, 
and that there was no sign of tuberculosis pre- 
sent. The result raises the question as to whether 
he (the examiner) had made a mistaken diagnosis 
at the post-mortem (some remarks by Mr. Gray 
at a meeting of the Central Veterinary Society- 
reported in this week’s issue—in discussing Cap- 
tain Stow’s case might lend point to that view) 
or as to the value of the intradermal tuberculin 
test in the horse. I should add that the tuber- 
culin used in this case was supplied by the Insti- 
tute of Animal Pathology, Cambridge. Person- 
ally, I still have faith in il, but it might be in- 
teresting to hear of other results. 

Yours faithfully, 
*. G. CONISBEE, 
Kimbolton, 
Huntingdon. 


February 3rd, 1935. 


SWINE ERYSIPELAS | 
To THE EpiTror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—The paper presented by Mr. Anthony and 
the discussion that followed provided interesting 
and instructive reading for those of us faced with 
the problems of swine practice. 

In connection with the paper two points 
attracted my attention at once—first, the question 
by Mr. Matihews regarding the presence of skin 
lesions in swine erysipelas and secondly, the 
successful use of swine erysipelas serum in 
pneumonia in sows. 

To my mind, the second point answers the first. 

There is no doubt that in this country, at least, | 
cases of swine erysipelas without the production | 
of skin lesions are extremely common. There | 
is also little doubt that many of these cases which 
occur sporadically, and are diagnosed as pneu- | 
monia, are in reality cases of swine erysipelas. 

Yours faithfully, 

E. F. BECKETT, F.R.C.V.S. 

Berkeley Lodge, 

Blandford, 
Dorset. 


February 5th, 1935, 
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE OR MINISTRY 
OF HEALTH? - , 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


ee etees 7 - 


Sir,—The profession is under a great debt of 
gratitude to the members of the Special Com- 
mittee of the N.V.M.A. for their very excellent re- 
port published in your issue of the 2nd inst. | 
have no desire to do other than express my thanks 
to these gentlemen for their most valuable ser- 
vices, but I do feel that there is one definitely 
and fundamentally vital point, which requires 
‘arly consideration and decision. 

In paragraph 6, the phrase occurs, “ might be 
attached to either the Ministry of Agriculture, 
or Ministry of Health,” and it is against this 
sentence that I wish to raise my protest. 

Surely the Ministry of Agriculture is the only 
existing department of State to which our profes- 
sion can be attached, if an independent department 
of Animal Health is not established? I cannot con- 
ceive how any member of the profession can think 
otherwise, who has a personal acquaintance with 
rural England, or the agricultural industry, nor 
does it seem necessary to me to give any reasons 
for my belief. 

On the other hand, if we are to be attached to 
the Ministry of Health, it is obvious that such 
attachment must be in a subordinate sphere: the 
title “‘ Ministry of Health” may obscure the fact 
to many that this is the old Local Government 
Board, dealing with such enormous matters as 
Public Assistance, Housing and Town Planning, 
Rating and Valuation, and the thousand-and-one 
other questions of local government and muni- 
cipal life, and there is no hope of our small pro- 
fession having anything like the scope there for 
proving its utility that exists within the Ministry 
of Agriculture. 

If, in the Ministry of Health, we should be 
attached to the medical department, it must of 
necessity be as a subordinate branch under the 
medical profession: it could not possibly be 
otherwise, and our status would be that of a 
superior type of sanitary officer. 

This is no reflection on the medical profession, 
as however well disposed they might be towards 
us, human health must take priority over that of 
the lower animals, and, in that realm, we must 
take an inferior status and position. 

Since 1844 worthy men have worked continu- 
ously to make ours a great and honourable pro- 
fession: it must bring all these labours to nought 
if we forsake our natural alliance with agricul- 
ture. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. B. MATTINSON. 
Friars House, 
Bamber Bridge, 


Preston. 


February 5th, 1935. 
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